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HERE will ve paſs the night,” 
ſaid Sir Bertram, as he approached 
the broad moat of a caſtle, followed 
by Gondibert, his '(quire, © the in- 
habitants will not refuſe us admittance.” 

Vor. 1. B - ˙n 
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ec For my part,” replied Gondibert, | 
as he ſurveyed the fabric by the tran- | 
ſient moon-beams) © for my part, ſir, 
I think this caſtle appears more like 


the haunt of wizards and ghoſts than 


chriſtians; a ſort of companions I am 


not over fond of aſſociating with, and 


at any time would prefer the ſhelter of 
an oak, to a velvet canopy with ſuch 
friends.” 


« Peace?” ſaid the Knight, ce and 


_ expoſe your fears when you have 


reaſon.” 

«& I claim that privilege now,” re- 
plied Gondibert, © and never had I a 
juſter cauſe:—look on thoſe battle- 
ments what guard beſpeaks its in- 


habitants? nay, its ruinous aſpect pre- 


cludes the almoſt poſſibility of there 
being any; beſides, tis not yet mid- 
5 „ night, 
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night, yet cannot I deſcry one ſingle 
light break from its chambers; in 
ſhort, ſir, might a poor ſquire advance 
his advice, it would be, rather to take 
the ſky for our canopy, and the earth 
for our bed, than venture into what we 


know not, and——” 
% No more!” frat Sir Bertram, 


<« I am reſolved; our horſes are weary, 


and we totally ignorant of the road; tis 


better to encounter any mortal danger 
(for ſupernatural I dread not) rather 
than expoſe ourſelves to almoſt certain 
ruin, amid the Moraſſes and wilds of 


this deſolate country; beſides Gondi- 


bert, I do not inſiſt on your atten- 
dance; chuſe your own ſituation; I am 


reſolved to paſs the night in this caſtle.” 


# Nay, fir, if that's the caſe, pro- 


ceed, I'm for the caſtle too, tho? I 
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hear the ſound of his foot by night. 
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muſt” confeſs, I would rather meet his 
infernal majeſty perſonally by day, than 


« Dread nothing Gondibert; the 


truly brave feel the ſame tranquillity 


in all ſituations; *tis not the nocturnal 
ſhadows, or diſtempered workings of 


the heated brain, can ſhake the re- 


ſolute; theſe they deſpiſe, and only 
dread when vice implants a thorn.” 

« All this is true, fir, and I am ſure 
that you realize it, but as I am neither 


the moſt dauntleſs, nor moſt immacu- 


late, you muſt excuſe me when ] aſſure 
you, that I ſhould be as comfortable 


at the kitchen fire in Bertram Caſtle, 


as ſhivering f in the damp room of an 

old ruin; but on, fir, on, I am ready 

to Wen and place my ſelf under 
your 


. od in # 
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your Lordſhip's wing, for if any thing 


can conſole me, it is that alone.” 


With theſe words they proceeded 
along the edge of the moat, in order 
to diſcover ſome entrance into the 
caſtle; at length they arrived at the 


great gate, but found their endeavours 


here equally fruitleſs, as the Bridge, 
tho'down, did not facilitate their pur- 
poſe, the portals being cloſed and 
ſtrongly. barred. Sir Bertram paſſed 
the bridge, in order to find ſome means 
of alarming the ſentinels of the build- 
ing, but after a long ſcarch, which 
proved fruitleſs, conjectured it was 
uninhabited, which idea was further 
confirmed as he continued his progreſs 

along the moat, and perceived by the 
moon-beams that the walls, in many 
Co B 3 places, 
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places, had fallen to ruins, and opened a 
large breaches to the internal parts. of 
the . 


Sd You' ſee, Gr, fad Dates | 
. fool can ſometimes inſtruct 
a wiſe man, and now muſt confeſs, 
that I was right in ſaying this old 
habitation was untenanted.” - 
« It may be true, replied Sir 
Bertram, © yet does my reſolution 
hold of inveſtigating 1 it. | 
| « Nay, to me that appears im- 
| | poſlible, anſwered. Gondibert, © the 
maoat ĩs a perfect ſea, and the gate is 
ſecured, how then can we gain ad- * 
„„ 4 
| . Bernd nods no ranks but 
Fl e his horſe to his ſquire, de- 
1 .. ſcended 
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I ſcended on to the ruins, which in many 
f places choaked up the moat, and with 
ſome difficulty gained the oppoſite | 
ſide, from whence he climbed over 
the looſe fragments, and in a ſhort» 
b time perfected an entrance into the 
court of the caſtle. 


By Having thus performed one part of 
1 his de ſign, he did not delay in making 


" obſeryations on his ſituation, by the 
partial light which the moon afforded, 

5 but haſtened to the gate in order to 

e r the remainder. 

8 

© a ele fon it barred and faſtened as 


ſtrongly as its decayed ſtate would per- 

mit, which was not however ſufficient to 
refiſt the force of the Knight, who after 
— rern efforts burſts them open, and 
d 0 * 4 giving 
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giving the ſignal to Gondibert, he 
quickly joined him, and conducting 
the horſes (not without terror) entered 
the ſolitary court. . 


Sir E been to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of a newly acquired property on 
the Scottiſh borders, and was now. 
returning, attended ſolely by Gondi- 
bert, when a ſudden ſtorm compelled 
them to ſeek the ſhelter of the foreſt, 
and unwilling to ſubmit to the tem- 
porary delay, as the ſhades of evening 
were not far diſtant, the Knight de- 

termined to continue his journey by 
chance, thro' the grove, tho? totally 
ignorant of the Northumbrian wilds: 
towards the cloſe of the day the tem- 
peſt ſubſided, but when he would have 

returned to the ern. he had deſerted, 
Co er foun 
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e ound himſelf at once bewildered, and 
g incapable, from his ignorance of the 
d country, to diſcover it. 


In this dilemma, he determined to 
continue bis journey, in hopes of diſ- 
n covering ſome lonely hamlet, and of 
w. | conſequenge a guide, when the in- 
a creafing Lees augmented his per- 


d plexity, and retarded his progreſs ; for 
t, | fome time he was ſtationary, till the 


the moon aroſe, not to aſſiſt, but diſ- 
g cover his ſolitary ſituation, as the black 
clouds of the late tempeſt fill floated 
along the ſky, at intervals interrupting 
her: influence and caſting a deep um- 

verſal gloom over the - ſurrounding 
proſpect. 5 0 e 
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After a ſhort period, he iſſued from 
the foreſt on to a wild and barren 
moor, abounding in moraſſes and quag- 
mires, equally dangerous to the be- 
nighted traveller, where the foundering 
of their horſes obliged them to diſl 
mount and lead them, which they did, 
when after a laborious and perilous 
road, they reached the ſolitary and 
ruinous caſtle where they now were. 


Tt was ſituated in the centre of the 
moor, and occupied almoſt the only 
ſolid part of it, being ſurrounded on 
all ſides by a watry marſh, and almoſt 
inacceſſible to ſtrangers; its appearance 
was gloomy and deſolate, in many 
parts the walls were decayed, and large 
chaſms yawned into its apartments 
of the four tours which flanked the 

cs 
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om Battle, only one was ſtanding, the aches | 
Ten ſhaving ſubmitted to the hand of time, 
ag- And bent beneath its awful and omni. 
be- Potent ſ ys 1 | 


diſ. Sir Bertram having thus accom- 
did, Pliſhed an entrance, began to ſurvey 
lous he building, as deſcribed, and finding 
and Mo farther difficulties to ſurmount, led 
he horſes into the arch of the tower, 

nd proceeded into the hall of the 
the aſtle, to which he readily gained ad- 
only ittance, by ſtriding over the pile of 
on ruins raiſed by the fallen porcl, and 
noſt orcing the door. 
Ince b, 


As they entered, the moon emerged 


ing full on the ruin, plainly diſcovered 
+ ſolitary fituation they had choſen; 
8 5 the 


from beneath a dark cloud, and ſtream- 


-F2 MYSTIC CASTLE. 


the roof had long ſince fallen in, and 

the effect of the recent tempeſt floated 
on the floor, whilſt the wälls, damp 
and decayed, afforded the moſt me- 
ee 1 


In this unde it was impoſſible to 
remain, and they accordingly pro- 
eeeded to an oppoſite door, aſcending 

a broad ſtaircaſe, which terminated in 
a long dark gallery, where the moon- 
light could not penetrate. 


* 40 


Boy Stop,” ſaid Gondibert, in a pal- 


pitating voice, „do you not hear 
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Sir ANNE dan it was _ 
wind, as it ſighed thro' the deſerted 
3 * the ſolitary caſtle. This 


ar 1 diſcovery, 
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ſcovery, far from alleviating, in- 

eaſed the terrors of Gondibert, for, 
o' it took from him the idea of the 
-rſonal or immediate danger, caſt a 
ep and impreſſive awe over his mind, 
the knowledge of his deſolate ſitu- 
jon, and at that moment he would 
ave prefered the company of his moſt 
eadly foe, to his own ſociety: to 
onverſe he was afraid, as the hollow + 
dund of his own voice reverberated 

om the long galleries and dreary 
partments alarmed him, and to re- 
ain ſilent was much worſe, as it left 


= im nothing te muſe on but the 
Pelancholy place he paſſed thro'. At 
 [Ength unable to reſtrain himſelf, in a 
the , and almoſt inarticulate voice, he 
ted id, as they entered the paſſage— 

bis © My Lord —are you not afraid?” 
ry, 6 Ot. 
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« Of what, good - Gondibert ?—of 
thee, or of myſelf? for as yet I ſee 
none elſe to apprehend any danger 


from.” 
I do not . mean, ſir, the 


dread of perſonal danger, for that [ 
am ſure you are not - but but 
« But of fomething ſupernatural; _ 
Is not that it? Some ghoſt !”* 
e Saint Thomas preſerve us!” cried 
the terrified Gaben; « What s that 
beer? 
ee The throbbing of thy own ter- 
ror,” replied the Knight, coolly, © put 
thy hand on thy heart, and its tremors 
wil tell thee; but follow me, I feel 
the door of ſome apartment, let us 
enter and prepare for repoſe.” 


SO 


% 
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So ſaying, he proceeded, followed 
cloſe by the trembling Gondibert, who 
feared to do ſo, yet dared not remain 
behind. The room they entered into 
was fully illuminated by the moon, 


and diſcovered ſome miſerable rem- 


nants of decayed furniture, at the ſame 
time that it ſeemed more habitable 
than the parts they had already paſſed, 
and determined Sir Bertram to ſpend 
the remainder of the night there.” 
e Deſcend,” ſaid he to Gondibert, 
« and bring hither the proviſions 
from thy horſes; this apartment will 
anſwer our purpoſe extremely well, ſo 
that having taken ſome refreſhment, 
we will retire to reſt.“ _ 

« My Lord,” 8 Gondibert, 

in evident confuſion, © the galleries 
are dark, and as yet J am not too well 
acquainted - 
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acquainted with this caſtle; foppoſe 
that we, ſuppoſe, I ſay 
Hence with this folly!” cried Sir 
Bertram, interrupting him, in a ſtern | 
voice, © obey my commands, or—— | 
at theſe words he layed his hand on 
ths ſword, which Gondibert perceiving, 
haſtily retreated to the door, exclaim- 


| ing 


Don't draw, or I am rooted to 
the ſpot;—well I am gone;—any 


death before one from my maſter's | 
hand!” 


Having ſaid this, he depdhted, and 
with terror paſſed along the gallery to 
the ſtaircaſe, ſtarting as the echo of | 
the caſtle returned the found of his | 
Reps, and had nearly fallen with ap- 
prehenſion, as on entering the lonely 

: hall, 
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| hall; he ſaw his ſhadow caſt along the 
pavement by the moon beams, as they 
ſhot in trembling rays thro' the caſe- 
ment and chaſms of the ruin. 


In a ſhort time he reached the 
tower, where the horſes were ſtationed, 


and having accompliſhed his errand, 


as quickly flew back, winged by ap- 


prehenſion, to the chamber, where Sir 


Bertram had already collected a quan- 
tity of wood, in order to * the 
cold by a fire, 


If Gondibert was deficient in cou- 
rage, he was not ſo in forethought, for 


having by the aſſiſtance of the Knight 


created a blaze, which diſſipated the 
gloom, and in part his terrors, he 
produced a quantity of food, which 

vor. 1. C tho 
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tho” not delicate, was dellcious, from 2 
hunger and neceſſity, to which he 
added a tolerable ſized bottle, ſaying, 
as he handed it to his Lord 5 
e Confeſs now, fir, confeſs that I at 
jeaſt deſerve ſome little credit.“ 
„The ſame good Gondibert,” 
plied the Knight, with a ſmile, « that 
a child does by being reconciled to its 

ſhadow by frequency” of obſervation: 
thy courage is 

Pardon me fir,” interrupted Gon- 
dibert, I know my ſtation and its 
duties better than to meddle with a 
quality that belongs to my ſuperiors; 
it is enough for me, if I can contribute 
to the continuation of it in them; and 
allow now, fir, that your valour 1s not 
a bic diminiſhed by this RPO of | 
ow humble uire! * 
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ee With reſpect to that part of thy 


duty,“ anſwered Sir Bertram, © thou 
| haſt no equal, and truth being told, it 


is not the worſt part of a "pos 
calling.” | 


During this diſcourſe, Gondibert's 
fear evidently began to decay, and he 
could without terror caſt his eyes 


around the chamber; when a ſudden 


and loud noiſe from the apartments 


beneath, cauſed him to drop his bottle, 


and Sir Bertram to draw his ſword; 
the noiſe was that of conflict, ſucceeded 


by a momentary calm, and a haſty 
| ſtep almoſt immediately ruſhed up the 


ſtairs, and the door flying open, a 


youth entered . bathed in blood, and 


retaining in his hand the hilt of a 


ſword, from which the blade ſeemed 
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but lately to have been broken: his 


looks were wild, and his actions 


frantic; ou ſeeing Sir Bertram ſtanding 
on the defenſive, he haſtily cried 


« If vou have a heart to pity, and 


17 


courage to defend, ſave me from ruin! 
« J have both,” < returned the 


Knight, a4 heart that can feel 


another's woe, and arm that would 
redreſs.” fo 

* Then follow me, and prove your 
words by deeds.” 

So ſaying, he ruſhed out of the 
chamber, followed by Sir Bertram, 
while Gondibert, tho' lath to mingle 
in the fray, yet found timidity pre- 
dominate over his fear, and with haſty 
ſteps purſued them: They deſcended 
the ſtaircaſe, and traverſed the hall, 
| all 


\ 
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all was ſilent; from thence they pro- 


ceeded into the court, but with a 


ſimilar ſucceſs, no perſon appeared to 
oppoſe them, and the youth caſting 


his anxious eyes around, at length 


exclaimed— 
They are fled—but ah! my Lord! 
who can ſpeak aught of him? perhaps 
he has fallen, if fo, Albert is loſt!“ 


At theſe words, he ſtood for fome 


moments wraped in a profound me- 


lancholy, which Sir Bertram at length 
interrupted, by ſaying— | 
.« Return we to the chamber; there 
let us paſs the night, and by the mor- 
ning n ſeek ſome more ſecure 
retreat.” 
« This place is not unknown to 


me, but let us proceed to the apart- 


Cy © ment; 


— 


— 2 ——ů — — 


cs wel 


5 - 2 82 ä 3 — m_ 9 * = pe — ef i 
ey — 4 I "th tn IT 4 q * 1 9 P ere ww = yy > ys * * 5 5 
_ p TN 7 n 2 8 OX „ N * 3 3 * * 8 1 CM Apa * FS > es a = ited ar: a. 8 —,-< 
" 4 , "__ 2 - De RT EN RD VEE ® 1 r r . n — 2 n 22 0 2 K E L r og 17 te, 
1 0 DDr 0 . vt 8 yo * 5&5 * T7 IF; | So * 
"M4 c 8 —— — ID —— thre EN n n 1 — * 2 4 Ker On . — * * 4 N 70 r 7, ES 5 "3" SF 7 — WY 8 W 2 * 9 * „ - n * : I * 
— 8 0 Nn A of "a — N 1 = pf a way 
. . * — K — REO * — - Men . * — 3 gone 3 "NE bh 3 8 
of r 8 . — 9 n 2 + 8 rr — — rr : 0 
5 . - — — — — — * 4 — : - 5 — * —_ — — —— — 4 1 ry — - — 


: — 
—— —— — 
a. 


22 MYSTIC CASTLE. 


ment, and now when ſecured from 
danger, permit me to return theſe 


fervent thanks thy generous aid de- 
mands, from a heart warmed by gra- 
titude! 

« Theſe thanks are not my due, 


. anſwered the gallant Knight, * my 


duty merits none,” 


With thefe words they returned to 
the chamber. Gondibert not a little 
pleaſed at the acquiſition of a new 
companion, ' heaped on the remains of 
Sir Bertram's gleanings, at the ſame 
time. eyeing the youth with attention, 
he remarked that he was wounded. 

Not ſo“ anſwered Albert, © theſe 


crimſon drops ſprang from their ruffian 


veins, who baſely ſought my life;” 


then turning to Sir Bertram, he con- 


tinued, 
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tinned, in me you ſee an humble 


domeſtic, the attendant of the Lord 


de Mowbray; this morning I ſer out 


the ſole attendant of his only ſon, the 


noble Sir Reginald, on his road to the 
Scottiſh borders, on a viſit to his 
kinſman, Lord Donald Douglaſs, 
and had reached the ſkirts of this 
moraſs, when from the thicket ruſhed. 


a band of ruffians, who without parley 


ſought our lives; after a ſhort en- 
counter, Sir Reginald fled, (grant | 
heaven! he may have eſcaped their 
ſword) and J alone remained to meet. 


their fury: unable to contend againſt 
ſuperior force, I likewiſe fled, and 


ſpurred my horſe at random over 


the waſte, ſoon reaching this caſtle ; 
aſtoniſhment ſiezed me to. behold its 
gates, which twenty years have not 
| Ca -* ſeen 
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ſeen opened, extended wide upon their 
hinges, and I rode forward in hopes to 


procure an aſylum of ſecurity, but 


ſcarce had diſmounted and reached. the 
round hall, when my purſuers entered, 
and the conflict recommenced, from 
which I eſcaped to find agen from 
your generous goodneſs.” 

% Your narrative is ſtrange, 


> 


an- 


ſwered Sir Bertram, „and doubtleſs. 


Sir Reginald has eſcaped their fury, 
which I truly hope, he being the fon 
of my moſt valued friend.” _ 

„How!“ interrupted Albert,. — 
Lord Mowbray the friend of my 
deliverer? tho“ but a menial. of his 


train, the favour you have done me 


will not want his thanks; then know 
this caſtle is the property of my Lord, 
o d ce. uninhabited, lor what 


reaſon 


MYSTIC CASTLE. 25 


zeaſon is unknown to all but himſelf; 
tis ſome twenty years paſt, his old 
domeſtics ſay, (for tho' ſince my birth 
in his family, the time was beyond my 
remembrance) when firſt he declared 
his intention of leaving Mowbray 
Caſtle, in order to inhabit one that 
came to him by his Lady.” 

« Did he aſſign no cauſe?” de- 
manded Sir Bertram. 

« None that paſſed as the true one 
he declared his diſſike to the fituation,, 
and its proximity to the Scottiſh 
orders, by which it was expoſed to 
their favage inroads, and accordingly 
departed: he was the Eord of the 
property, and it was not the buſineſs 
of his vaſſals to murmur; however 
hey did not heſitate to declare, that 
other reaſons induced, or rather com- 


1 pelled 
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pelled him to abandon the ſeat of * 
anceſtors. For ſome time prior to his 
leaving the caſtle, he grew melancholy 
and thoughtful, abſented himſelf from 
the converſe of his family and friends, 
finally reſolving to fly from Mowbray, 
which ſoon after its evacuation, be- 
came the reported haunt of ſuper- 
natural beings, and the terror of the 
ſurrounding mt 
Has he never,” demanded Sir 
Bertram, © viſited it ſince that period?” 
«© Not within my remembrance; 
tho” according to report, for the firſt 
three years he ſometimes entered it, 
tho' always alone, commanding his 
attendants to remain on the outſide of 
its walls; till one day, after a longer 
ſtay than uſual, he returned apparently 
in much perturbation, ſaying, © that 


he 
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27 
he now took his farewell of Caſtle 
Mowbray,” at the fame time ordering 
an attendant to ſecure the gates on the 
inſide, and then deſcend from the 
walls; this being perfected, they de- 
parted, and fince that day never re- 
turned: frequently in the chaſe have 
we been led paſt its gates, and as often, 
impelled by an irreſitible curioſity, 
have I ſolicited. Sir Reginald to enter, 
(thro' one of the breaches) its ſolitary 
chambers; but he doubtleſs poſſeſſed 
of his father's ſecret, ſtill obſtinately 
refuſed, and till this night, irs ſilent 

haunts have never been violated.” 
What youtell:me young ſtranger,” 
anſwered Sir Bertram, “ fills me with 
extreme ſurpriſe; —the Lord Mow- 
bray's character is fair and. unblemiſh- 
| | >; 
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ed, yet this beſpeaks however tis 
not for us to judge.” 
cc Tis not,” replied Albert, te and 

more than that, to the public report 

/ of his fair fame, he adds a private 
benevolence that to the honour due to 
his ſtation, joins a love and true af- 
fection: he holds his tenants by their 
hearts, more than fealty or homage, 

and his domeſtics feel true liberty in 
ſerving him: to me he ſhews peculiar 
Ekindneſs; “ Be faithful Albert, he! 
will often ſay be faithful, and doubt 
not a reward equal to your deſerts: 
you are my ſon lat leaſt a child off! 
affection!“—“ then will he ſqueeze} © 
my hand, and gaze on my face till] 
tears ſtream from his eyes.” Ft 

« Is it thus with Reginald?” de- 

manded Sir Bertram, 


= 
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29 
c To all he is proud and haughty, 
but to me, more as a brother or com- 
panion, than a maſter: I ſhare his 
confidence and ſports, and if this fatal 
day has ſeen him fall beneath the 


ruffian's ſword, woulg I had ſhared his 
death!“ 


„ oc Lo 2 
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While this diſcourſe laſted, Gondi- 
bert, whoſe care was entirely occupied 
in deviſing means to- avoid his fears, 
found none ſo ſalutary as ſlumber, and 
accordingly, as he now fancied himſelf 
in ſome ſort of ſecurity, he readily ſub- 
mitted to the morphean wand, and 
compoledly nodded over the waining 
fire, which * to decline « on the 


hearth, 


Sir 
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Sir Bertram and Albert, too much 
occupied in converſation, and reflec- 
tions on the laſt tranſaction (not un- 
mingled with ſolicitude for Sir Regi- 
nald) forbore to ſleep, and waſted the 
night, till the early beams of the 
bluſhing morn ſhot thro” the dim caſe- 
ments, which as 1t gave a greater 
ſecurity, raiſed a ſtrong and uncon- 
querable curioſity to viſit the ſeveral 
parts of the ruin. | 


„ What you have told relative to 
this caſtle,” ſaid Sir Bertram, gives 
me a great inclination to be more fully 
acquainted with it: that ſomething 
myſterious hangs over it, is certain, 
but whether of common or ſuper- 
natural creation, is yet to be diſ- 
covered.“ 

„ My 
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My deſire,” replied Albert, © is 
not leſs ſtrong than your's, ſir, and 
while we have the opportunity it may 
not be improper to gratify it.“ 


So ſaying, they arouſed Gondibert, 


| who rejoiced at once more beholding 


the envigorating beams of day, with _ 
alacrity ſtarted up, and prepared to 
accompany them. 


They proceeded along the gallery, 
viewing the ſeveral chambers on either 
ſide, but found nothing to attract their 
attention, as they were totally deſerted, 
the beſt part of the furniture having 
been removed, and only that permit- 
ted to remain, which was of no value. 
Finding nothing worthy of notice in 


| the . oy were : then 1 1n, they pro- 


ceeded 
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| cenided into a ſecond of ſimilar extent, 
and equally unintereſting, except, that 
at the extremity of the gallery, they 
beheld a ſmall gothic door, this they 
approached, but found it faſt locked 
on the outſide; ſo that without much 
difficulty they forced off the faſten- | 
ings and entered. —If before they 
regarded the ſeveral chambers of the 
caſtle without particular attention, the 
objects this contained froze their blood 
with horror; it had the remnants of 
furniture, once ſplendid, conſiſting of 
a bed, a table, and ſome chairs, but 
vrhat arouſed all their obſervation was 
the floor, it was deeply ſtained with 
blood, and the walls alſo; a ſword 
half decayed by the ruſt of time, lay 


on a chair, and beneath the table, what 


| 0 to have been a human hand. 
Albert 
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Albert took it from the ground; it 
was in reality what their imagination 
ſuggeſted; the fleſh had rotted from 
the bone, while the (kin ſtill clung to 
the joints, and appeared of a black 


hue, while a brilliant ring, tho' dimmed 


by age and continual damp, ſtill re- 
mained on one of the fingers. 


The blood of the youth curdled 
with horror as he ſurveyed the hand, 


and removing the ring, he caſt it again 


to the ground, proceeding in his 
obſervations, which was next attracted 


by a pannel in the watnſcot, apparently. 
| looſe; this he haftily removed, and 


diſcovered a ſmall receſs, in which 
were ſome few articles of wearing 
apparel totally decayed, a ſmall bundle 

of papers, and a miniature picture of 
ue he D a lady; 
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a lady; her aſpect was noble and 
ſweet, tho' clouded by a ſoft mclan- 
choly, which tempered the natural 
vivacity of her eye. 
Albert, after viewing for ſome time 
the pleaſing reſemblance, handed it to 
the Knight, who almolt inſtantly ſtart- 
ed back, exclaiming in a voice of 

horror | | 
« Immortal Providence my ſiſter!“ 


He then remained for ſome con- 
ſiderable ſpace, totally abſorbed in 
gazing on it; at length ſhaking lis 
head, he added in a low accent— 

c All has not been right! let us 
leave this fatal chamber, too ſure the 
ſcene of murder, and look forward to 
that period, perhaps not diſtant, when 

Providence 
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| providence ſhall will its own diſ- 


covery!“ 


So ſaying, they departed, and cloſ- 


ing the door, perceived on the board- 


ing of the gallery, evident marks of 
blood, which they, without difficulty, 
traced to the ſtaircaſe; the track de- 


ſcended, but at the bottom of the ſteps 
was loſt; in vain did they traverſe the 


hall, no more ſymptoms were to be 


ſeen, and the effects of the late com- 
bat were alone vilible. 


The fractured remains of Albert's 
ſword lay in ſeveral parts of the apart- 
ment, and what at that moment was 
deemed an ineſtimable treaſure, a wea- 


Pon which perhaps had dropt from the 


as. hand 
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hand of one of the ruffians, which the 
darkneſs had prevented him from re- 
gaining, and probably the voices in 
the chamber above, terrified from a 
longer ſearch. With pleaſure Albert 
girded it on, and they returned to the 
room where the remnant of Gondi- 
bert's provender lay, in order to take 
a ſlight refreſhment prior to their de- 
parture. 


The valiant ſquire no longer ter- 
rified by the ſhades of night, and its 
concomitants, the offspring of weak 
minds, was not remiſs in his duty, 
but with alacrity prepared the ſimple 

repaſt, at the ſame time lamenting 
moſt feelingly the untoward fate of his 
bottle, which had not eſcaped a frac- 
FA ture 
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ture in its diſaſter of the preceding 
night. | 


Having concluded their proviſions, 


and appetite at the ſame moment, Sir 
Bertram once more caſt a look on the 


picture, and while a tear ſtarted to his 


manly eye, thus addreſſed Albert. 
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CHAP, II. 


T 5 | e 
our, that this is the reſem- 
blance of a once loved, and now 
lamented ſiſter, I have no reaſon to 
doubt; her fate has long been hid 
from knowledge, but this too plainly 
ſpeaks her fad and melancholy end; 
while with a ſure unerring finger, it 
: points. 
+ 5 
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points out the baſe perpetrator of the 
horrid deed: but liſten, and I will in- 
form you of her ſhort ſtory.“ 


« An enmity had long ſubſiſted 


between the families of, Mowbray and 


Bertram no time could end, or media- 
tion mitigate; in vain was the inter- 


vention of friends, they ſerved only to 


heighten that ammolity, waich was 
hereditary and unchangeable, and did 


not want any. of its acrimony during 


the life of the late Lord de Mowbray 
and my father: their, ſeveral vaſſals 


were in the continual uſe of arms, and 
the ſeparate intereſts were ſupported 


with a fury and ſavage thirſt of re- 


venge, unbecoming the foil of Britain.“ 


Do. ; « In 


- 


mrs CASTLE. 


In ſupport of theſe furious feuds, 
did 1 firſt draw my infant ſword, and 
uader the banners of an enraged father, 
learned the firſt rudiments of war. 
The contending Barons had never 
| ſeen each other but in hoſtile combat, 
point to point, ſo that not the leaſt 
connexion ſubſiſted between any, the 
moſt remote branches of the families; 
nay, of ſuch antiquity was their ani- 
moſity, that I fancy it was almoſt 
ſupported from tradition, the cauſe 
being forgotten (to me at leaſt it was, 
and is perfectly unknown) and the re- 
collection that it once exitted, deemed 
a ſufficient reaſon for continued anger 
and revenge. The continual theme 
of my father to his children and vaf- 
ſals was, enmity to de Mowbray, in 
which he was amply aided, and thus 
„ hoped 
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hoped to tranſmit with his titles, his 


fury, and continue a diſgraceful car- 
nage to poſterity.” 


« Not leſs malevolent was his op- 
ponent, ſo that time, which ſhould 
have allayed, ſerved but to nurſe the 
flame of contention, and add ſtability 


to rancour.“ 


« One evening as my ſiſter Ger- 


trude and myſelf, ſat liſtening with 


attention to the oft repeated tale of 
hatred and revenge, which my father 


loved ſo much to dwell on, we were 


ſuddenly alarmed by the loud and 


frequent cry of—* Help!—Help!” 


* 


« Sir Bertram, naturally generous 


and brave, flew to his caſtle gates, 


attended 


= In ſupport of theſe furious feuds, 
#4 did firſt draw my infant ſword, and if 
under the banners of an enraged father, 
learned the firſt rudiments of war. 
The © contending” Barons had never 
ſeen each other but in hoſtile combat, y 
con _ {ubliſted between any, „ che 
| theft remote branches of the families; 
_ nay, of ſuch antiquity was their ani- 
moſity, that I fancy it vas almoſt 
ſupported from tradition, the cauſe 
being forgotten (to me at leaſt it was, 
and is perfectly unknown) and the re- 
a ſufficient reaſon for continued anger 
and revenge. The continual theme 
of my father to his children and vaſ- 
fals was, enmity to de Mowbray, in 
which he was amply — and chus 


0 


4 7 
f 
$ ; 
1 
" 
45 + 
7 4 
2 * 
7 
KW 
«a 
A 
Ny 
we” 
* 
1 
1 
4 * 2 
C 4 
5 * 
" is 
tt 
43 
1 
"a6 
"= 
= 
l 
” 
N 
* 
19 
* 
3 
1 
RK 4 
= 
þ » . 
1 
7 
5 
171 
* 
8 
_. 
1 
* 
: 
* 
* 
1 * 
"7 
A 
* 
4 
5 
BS 
* 
1 
N 
= 
= K 
1 
1 
4 
24 
3 
W - 
My 
2 1 
, = 
3 
. 
£3 
4 * 
a 
* 
1 


| 
» 
4 4 
* 
* 


1 
[4 
* 
e 
1 
* - 
þ : 
x 
_ 
" 
—_ 
oF 
. 
; . 
8 


E 
>> 
n 


ox 
_— * 
. 


3 5 
— — TA 8 1 RE Eee ea dC WADE op I. þ 2 — = — 


. EH 


— Shy 


4 MS LAT 
a> „„ -R 
4 F 
— b 


"MY STIC-CA $TLE- 41 


0 to tranſmit with his titles, his 
Wury, and continue a Wee Cart 
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Obe evening as ee 
trude and myſclf, fat liſtening with 
attention to the oft repeated tale of 
hatred and revenge, which my father 
loved ſo much to dwell on, we were 
ſuddenly alarmed by the loud and 
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_— Jjuſbas a youth fell wounded from, his 
1 horſe, over the body of his ſervant, 
| who had been ſlain in the encounter: | 
„ at ſight of my father the ruffians fied, | 
1 and were purſued by his orders, but 
I ia vain; they elapped ſpurs, to their 
1 horſes, and darting into che = 
=_ ſoon diſappeared . the trees. 
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os tithe mean e ee was 
conveyed into the caſtle, and attended 
wich the utmoſt care: his wounds tho 
dangerous, were not mortal, and ſuſ- 
pended animation after a ſhort period 
returned. At the firſt dawn of reaſon, 
ſceing himſelf among ſtrangets, and 
watched wich the utmoſt ſolicitude, he 
would have expreſſed his thanks, but 
was 1 him, and he could 
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ed ny make known his wiſhes by the 
us pres "_ of his e a | 


* His: — was long and 
d, Jangerous, in which my ſiſter and 
ut nyfclf were his principal attendants. 
ir Na ſter ſome time, I thought that I per- 
eived a viſible melancholy ſteal over 
he features of my loved Gertrude, 
and from conſequent obſervation, was 
not long in diſcovering that its cauſe 
vas the wounded youth: indeed he 
was formed to captivate, adding to 
mme moſt engaging perſon, the moſt 
d Winning manners, and ſeductive fweet- 
„ {Wneſs of diſcourſe; no wonder then 
d chat the gentle heart of Gertrude 
c ones gen 000 
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whoſe vivacity was the charm of ever) 


brother, whoſe only care would be t: 
ſee you happy! either I have becom 
unworthy of your confidence, or ſom 


e cover 
4 you are ſtill dear to me; ſtill the 
ſame kind, ſoothing brother! nor d 
deny that a melancholy I cannot 
ſurmount, weds me to ſolitude, bu 
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ee Why 'my ſiſter,” did I 3 
one day, when I found her retired f 
ſociety, a prey to ſighs and . 
c why this extreme melanchely? yo 
are no longer the ſprightly Gertrude 


company! Something ſets heavy 
your heart, and yet you hide it from 


one man deſarving it has been dil 


cc Do not wrong me,” ſhe del 


— n ever remain a ſecret!” 


Not ſo much as you imagine, or 
xerhaps would wiſh, my dear ſiſter,” 
anſwered with a laugh, © come, 
ome, you are found out—confeſs— 


he young 
ei Stop brother,” ſhe haſtily. ſaid, 
y a hos my bluſhes—and ſce himſelf, i 
m 


With thels words ſhe flew Bom 
my ſight, and following her advice, 'I 
ſought the ſtranger's chamber: on 


view, he held out his hand to me, 
ſaying | 

« Here end all pery Pry tet 
parents war !—can you embrace an 
enemy? take to your arms the ſon 
of your moſt deadly foe, and find a 
Wenn in de ee ee 51 
7 cc De 
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entering, as if prepared for the inter- 


1 


C 
T.>x r 
= ity 


A the fff!” he continued, . = fn 


me you ſee his eldeſt ſon; heir to hi 
titles, but not his hatre: 
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nat implicated in a father's errors ll; 


firſt to lay the ſeeds. of peace, and fi 
the angry voice of havoc that too fo 
has divided our n n 
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| our noble. offer, and hom. this mo- 
am YOUr. friend! | 
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„ This was the firſt; ſhock to the 
ontention that ſo long had exiſted, . 
nd which happily from that moment 
ook root in my heart. Hie then 
ade me acquainted with his paſſion 
or my ſiſter, and demanded. my in- 
em with nen big n 


7 4 * 5 2 128 CER Py 
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. *y bim“ jr 5 Ki, « Os | 
Robert i is no abettor of Lord Mow- 
bray's, but bluſbes that ſo long an 
enmity. has laſted: tell him, I held the 
laurel as a pledge of peace; not only 
proffer it, but will bleſs the kind ac- 
ceptorl In gentle Gertrude, let us 
wa al remains 8 ancient 0 * * 
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knew the rooted hatred my father bore 
his —_— 


« As well as myſelf, h he had obſer- 
ved, and 'not without concern, the 


deſpondency of my fiſter; it gave a 


pang to his ſoul, at the ſame time that 


he ſuſpected de Mowbray as the cauſe. 
The youth was totally unknown to 


him, from the difference of their in- 

tereſt, ſo that he did not for a moment 

—_— the gueſt he ſo humanely 
entertained. 3», 


ce cer” faid he as I entered, 


. you were juſt wiſhed for; 1 have of 
late obſerved your ſiſter's altered man- 
ners, they are no longer cheerful and 


gay, but deſpondent and melancholy; 


N 3 unuſual preys upon her 


ſPirits, 


Tre 


| ſpirits, and I ſuſpe& our gueſt is not 
entirely ignorant of the cauſe.” -- 
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e Sir,” I replied, * it would be 
ungenerous in him to- | 
e Don't miſtake me Bertram, we 


cannot hope io place boundaries to 


affections; nor is it my inclination; I 
confeſs myſelf prepoſſeſſed in favour 
of this young ſtranger; his manners 


are noble, and beſpeak the dignity of 


his deſcent: ſpeak to thy ſiſter, Ber- 
tram, if (as I ſuſpect) he is the cauſe 
of this alteration, aſſure her that ſnould 
his parentage equal her's, ſhe has my 
_— with Home” e 


e Tranſported at this inolfigents, 


and unlooked for proſpect of ſucceſs, 
informed him that his conjectures 
were juſt, and that the family of his 


. I, 'E - gueſt 
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gueſt was by no means inferior 0 wo 
and continued thug= 
e Beſides, fir,' he ardently withes 
for your alliance, and by that means 
gives you a enen over FRA: ene- 
- nies.” 4 3 
. elunph: Bertram,” he, ex- 
chimed, 'x explain? | 
„ Yes, fir, a triumph! your 3 
are humbled; they bend to ſupplicate, 
and ſeek for en at your, hand! — 
the ſtranger is— 6 
N Arina del my fuer, 
With extreme impatience,  _.. '/ 
„„ Robert,” I anſwered « de Mow- 
pray's heir.” 
t De Mowbray!” "he n | 
s a fiery indignation flaſhed to his eye, 
1 * en e wore me!” | 
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With theſe words he ſtarted from.. 
bi ſeat, and traverſed the chamber 
with long and haſty ſtrides; then 
turning round and perceiving that . 
ſtill remained, he ſtamped with fury 
on the ground, and een to the 

doorT retired. 


: ; * L « if 7 . 1 xz '? i #; 2X 


| 0 Chagrined at the il Wee of 
ay Cinbally, and not leſs at ſeeing 7 
hopes daſhed at once with diſappoint- 
ment, I was retiring to the apartment 
of the -wounded youth, when my 
father's voice recalled me; 1 inſtantly 
+ I returned, and received orders to at- 
end with my ſiſter, to de Mowbray” E 
chamber; I obeyed, and haſtening to ; 
1 prepare her for the event, procpeded. 
to the place of deſtination, where we 
had ſcarce arrived, when the Baron 
E 2 entered: 
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entered: a cool reſolute air marked 
his features,, as he approached the 
vouth, thus addreſſing him EE 
The rights of hoſpitality ſhould 
Kill be ſacred; there is a double duty 
reciprocal between the gueſt and hoſt: 
fay, has There aught been wanting to 
prove I know the bond?” 
None,“ - replied de © Mowbray, 
« you have been way eren __ 
noble!” 

«* And yet,” b the Baron, 
his eye kindling with unuſual fury, 
<e and yet, baſe wretch, you could im- 

piouſly dare to violate thoſe ſacred . 
rules, and ſteal my daughter's happi- 
neſs, madly hoping I would beſtow 
her hand upon the man I hate!” 

I thought you great,” de Mow- 


EY” bray cooliy replied, . above the petty \ 
n of the * 
* You 


n- YT * 
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e You ſhall find me reſolute,” 


anſwered my father, © then turning to 


the trembling Gertrude, he added— 
% And thou mean victim of miſ- 
guided paſſion! couldſt tamely ponder 
on thy parent's ſhame, and barter all 
his glory for thy whim! but diſap- 
pointment fhall be all thy puniſhment! 
De Mowbray—this roof, thy tate, 


| protects thee! yet never ſhall one roof 
contain us, till thou art hence, I am 
a ſtranger to my caſtle!” 


* So ſaying, he caught Gertrude 
by the arm, and inſtantly retired, *- 
having ordered horſes and attendants, 

without further delay he haſtened to a 


ſmall ſeat he poſſeſſed at no great 


_ diſtance, and there remained while 
de ace continued at the * 
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e Aſter the Baron had quitted ehe 


room. the unhappy Robert, remained 
for ſome time ſilent, which he alone 


interrupted by a ſigh; at length as a 
tear ſtarted to his eye, he caught me 
by the hand, ſaying 

“ Bertram, I muſt hence! thy 
father is an exile from his home; yes, 
I muſt NE I EI and deſpair!” 


= 1 did not. an to diſſuade, him 

from his deſign, and a ſervant _ was 
immediately diſpatched to Mowbray 
Caſtle for. a proper mode of con- 
veyance,. which. in three days arrived; 
and he departed, tho' in ſo weak and 
feeble a ſtate, that it ſeemed to threaten 
the moſt melancholy eee. 
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As his attendants” prepafed to 


kave the gates, he called me to his 


fide, and as he preſſed my hand with 
fervor, with difficulty articulated—- 


Adieu my friends! perhaps I 


might add for ever! and oh! that 


for ever I ſolely wiſh, ſince robbed of 


every hope in e loved ſiſter Geke 
trude! | 

_ « Hope the beſt,” I react * and 
ſhould a favourable moment occur, 


remember you have a mas at Ber 


tram Caſtle! * 


4 a 


e 80 ſaying, he waved his hand; 
the attendants proceeded, and I faw 
him no more A ſervant was im- 
mediately diſpatched to my father, 


informing him that de Mowbray was 
gone; he accordingly returned with 
E 4 i my 
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my ſiſter, who bad been his com- 
panion, and tranquillity once more 
aſſumed 1 its ſway.” 


E ne FRG e and when 


the whole tranſaction was nearly for- 
_ gotten by all but Gertrude, who till 


retained a penſive air, a meſſenger 
arrived from Mowbray Caſtle, bear- 


ing a letter . from irs Lord, which. 


having left, he inſtantly departed. As 


my father read it, his eyes ſhot fire, 


and paſſion agitated his whole frame; 
at length thruſting it into my _ 


he exclaimed— 


«© Read there, the Ane 4 mx 


enemy! — I took it, and read he. 
_— words 
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It was far from my thoughts; and 


ſtill farther from my wiſhes, that any | 


branch of my family ſhould be under 
any obligation to Sir Bertram; yet, 
leſt he might hope by this to bring 
about a reconciliation that never ſnall 
happen, he takes the opportunity of 
adjuring the favour by his thanks!. 
here let us end, Sir Bertram has ſaved: 
his only hope in his eldeſt fon Robert, 
and is repaid in his Rooping to ace - 
knowledge it by 


De Mowbray "= 


ce This is an inſult undeſerved!” I 
ſaid, as I returned him the injurious 
lr. | 
« Gat”. cried my father, as he tore 
the letter with extreme fury, but 
I thank him! an humble conduct 
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might have lulled my paſſion, dn 
gives me back my hatred!” 


occured; my father's enmity con- 


ed in part to have forgotten the object 
hoped that the lenient hand of time 


that vivacity, the temporary cloud of 
deſpondent melancholy had obſcured); 


covered.” 


* 
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« From this period nothing material 


An, © ©, ral 


tinued, and de Mowbray's inſolence 
was the daily theme. Gertrude ſeem- 


of her ill placed paſſion, and I fondly 


would ſooth her mind, and reſtore 


alas, the idea was vain! at leaſt I was 
doomed to be for ever ignorant of it: 
ſne diſappeared from the calle, and 
never ſince (notwithſtanding our con- 
tinual inquiries) has ſhe been ibs 


„ — —— \ $35 ww yy . 
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At firſt we imagined that de 
Mowbray was the author of her flight; 
the event proved the idea falſe, he ſtill 
appeared at his father's caſtle, yet 
Gertrude was not to be found.“ 


«. This ſhock was too much for 


| the declining years of my father, it 


preyed on his ſpirits, and ſoon bent 
him to the tomb;. nor was our family 
alone viſited by. the arm of. death, as 


on the ſame day Sir Bertram died, the 


unhappy Robert de Mowbray, fell 
beneath the knife of the aſſaſſin, nor 
has the perpetrator of. ſo foul. a deed, 
been as yet diſcovered: his ſucceſſor 
was his brother Reginald, the then 
only ſon of the old Baron, and wedded 
to the daughter of Sir William Beau- 
cler, ; 
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than twenty years) a mutual bond of 
amity has ſtilled the party feuds, and 


been heard of, nor even the ſlighteſt 


eventful moment, which again has 
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e Not long did he linger for 
the inheritance, as two months after 
Roberr's murder, he died, leaving his 
large . poſſeſſions to the preſent pro- 
prietor, who holding the ſame peace- 
able intentions as the unfortunate 
Robert, proffered his friendſhip to me 
in liberal and frank terms: I accepted 
it, and ever ſince that time (now more 


reſtored . to the once adverſe 
ſactions.“ | 

« My unhappy ſiſter has never 
trace of her could: be found, till this 
rouſed thoie ſparks which ng have 


lain dormant.” 
« Nor 


for 
ter 
his 
ro- 
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et Nor wonder, Albert, why I thus ; 


communicate myſelf to thee—a cer- 
tain irreſiſtible impulſe leads me to it: 
in thee, did not all circumſtances cry 
out againſt it—in thee I ſee her image! 
thy myſterious birth, and its concom- 
itants—but no, tis a wild idea! when 
hope or expeci 


Unfold thoſe papers, let us ſurvey 


them, then proceed on our intended 


journey.” 


Albert, obedient to Sir Bertram's 


commands, untied the bundle of pa- 


pers; they were almoſt entirely con- 
ſumed by damp, and in general per- 


fectly illegible, eſpecially thoſe which 
were more immediately at the outſide; 


but as he unrolled thoſe more inter- 


tion leads us on, we 
graſp at air to realize a ſhadow. 


, 
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nally ſituated, they began to trace 
broken words and ſentences: from 
theſe however they could collect no- 
thing material, and were preparing to 
caſt them away, when Sir Bertram 
caſt his eyes on one apparently more 
plain than the reſt; he accordingly 
obſerved it with ſome degree of at- 
tention, and with difficulty read in de- 
tached ſentences, the following words 


8 te my brother's 
care, he will protect you from danger 
Alas! my beloved Ge 
debarred the ſociety of her for whom 
alone I live nt when 
will this enmity ſubſide, and rival wars 

no more diſtract the land? when will 

the voice of peace, bid me proclaim 

and glory in my love? wen 


MYSTIC. CASTLE. 63 


Here it became ſo entirely legible 
as to preclude the poſlibility of de- 
yphering it farther—but encouraged - - 
oy this ſucceſs, they proceeded more 
arrowly to examine them, and ac- 


m 
1 ardingly traced on a ſecond, with 
7 milar difficulty, che ne . 2 
45 8 


D Is * impatience; I 
vould fly to claſp thee in my arms, 
but, alas! neceſſity, and the dread of 
a father's curſe ® 6 
truſt to my brother's care, I live again 
in him, he will protect thee and my 
child, my inne Eu 12 


1 They aods —__ no vn at 
'S 
Sir Bertram . reſtoring the papers to 


Albert, ſaid— | 
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aithis: caſtle, replied Albert, * which 


as you obſerve, ſir, time alone muſt 
aeg : but ny I till intrude, and 
it not impertinent; ſometimes 


g breaſt, and tell me I am not What 
Kindneſs of "ry" 'Lord— 


image lives again in thee; 
ol that? ceſemblances create no proof 
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m he haſtened to execute 


commands, nat only impelled by 


: the: L ner ſſicy of his ſtation, but alſo by 5 


a ſtrong wiſh to qeave a ſituation which 


every 4 thing ended: do render alarm FE) 
ing; ſo chat not without great; ſatiſ- 


fattion, he few 29. Fame . ſo. 


11 2 Wy” . 


5 Sir Beruam, — by Albert, 
bite he ſurveyed the exterior 
1 more accurately by day light, than the 
would permit, he related to the youth, 

the reaſon which led him tg, and the 
means by which he had entered the 
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towers of the building, by a flight of 
Reps. they aſcended the tottering bat- 
0 caſt their es over che 
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Ar Mr crept” along öder heft 
muddy beds: at a diſtance, on Its 


fkirts, was the foreſt, from whith Sir 
Reginald and Albert had been attacked 


by the band of ruffians, and this? 
"wen theit: road no rar ol q PIYOY 
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From this eheerles view, the voice. 


of Gondibert was not unwelcome, 
which warned them of their horſes 
being ready; he had, in ſecking his 
own, diſcovered that one wuich be- 
-Jonged to Albert. The youth, in 


flying into the caſtle hall from his 
ſanguinary purſuers, on ile. preceding 


night, being compelled to abandon it, 
by which means it wandered thro' the 
-courts till the dawn, when Gondibert 
FP + io wars 3d7 vis 

Fol is a. Thus 
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the drawbridge, and conducted 
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look on the gloomy hab 
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2 A, 115 whe E ———— 
— n — —— * 2 3 TT . WES - 4 — Y 

22 "= . - your a, 0 
3 2 "op" 2 * 4 * 
Py La 75 ” _ ch eek 7 — 2 7 
$ I | 2 
—— ö — YT 9 0: 95et”" 1 hp 
_ E 8 A og ew os 
wk 2 N 3 N — 


hr ” dr 


5 * 


4 


* 
i 


* 


. 


* 


* 
4 


* 
* 


HO ok 


bo 


wo | 


ow 
0 


7 


6 


Th 


r; 
* 


—— ö 
3 err « n 


_ 


— —— * EO" 
9 *Ag's 


«40 


* A ⏑ . — 
— = 


$6 * 
- 
* 


— 


*# 4 5 


8 * 
4 IE . a 5 4 - 
**& 5 * # 7 "6-4 "8% 
Pd % - 2 *: . s 2 


EN : . , 2 ES : 
VVV 


ws "MY 


HEY rode along ſor ſome con- 
his on reflection, till at length the 
broke the ſilence, by addreſſing 
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* 


” 


| fills my thoughts with wonder, 
* © & which 


* 


which: is iricreaſed by the late attack” 
made on you: the aſſaſſins ſeem to 
have had other views than thoſe which - 
are the common attendants of prowl- 
ing ruffians; booty was not their 
object, but blood, and you ſeem to- 
have been ane fingled out for- 


3 


cee 

«On "Yd refledtion,” | pilot 

Albert, I do indeed ſeem to have 
been that devoted victim, which 
heaven reſerved to triumph o'er its 
foes; for now I do remember that 
when Sir Reginald fled, none purſued. 
him, but all directed their fury on me, 
while he who ſeemed to lead the band, 
exultingly exclaimed; Here ir eur 
3 let him not eſcare ““ 

% Look! look!“ cried en 
"riding forward, do Io not ſce an 
armed 
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doubtleſs, conjecturing that I ſboutd- 


return by this road, they have lain in- 
ambuſh to perpetrate their ſanguinary 
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diſcovering them, immediately retura- 
aner wood, and in a ſhort time, 
four warriers, compleatly armed, rode 
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„ Agieu!”- cried Sir Montane! wich 
the utmoſt altomiſhment, | 14 » 


ſervice already ſhewn, receive my 
warmeſt thanks; perhaps, I give them 
with wy final breath, and now farewell?“ 
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.« Waka ſee,” continued n 
« that my copjeQure. was not _ : 
and now, Sir Knight, adieu!” 


ww D 


Tes l“, pied ren = E: 


fee that my deſtruftion is reſolved, 
then let me fingly meer the ſhock; and 

ſell my life at the dear price of valour; f 
for why ſhould: L involve you in my fff © 
fate, or lead you on to meet a deſtiny 


almoſt inevitable? no] for your good . a 


„Hold!“ cried the Knight, as 
Albert was clapping ſpurs to his 


horſe, tis not in the hour of danger 
Sir Bertram deſerts the friendlefs” - f 


ursrte erl.. 75 


ned l. added Gondibert, „the: 
28 little fond of fighting as any perſon 
of my profeſſion, yet in ſuch a cauſe, 
1 would wear my ſword to the hilt f- 
« Then follow w- me; anſwered 
1 we are viaorious 11 FRO a 
80 a en yode een at t full | 
ſpeed, to encounter the enemy; who, 
on the other hand, not the leaſt dif- 
mayed at their determined conduct, 
advaneed with equal rapidity to meet 
Before the conflict commenced, the 
leader of the hoſtile band rode up 1 2 
Sir Bertram, ſaying— - 5 
« Sir Knight, retire! this,“ Fro | 
ing to Albert, * is our victim! 7 of 235 
bim to his fate Ln 
Sir 
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0 the ground, jult a8 the gallant 
Albert had unhorſed one of his com · 
petitors, and 5 ene un a 
nen violene. 
N 1 
r m. e to 1 
and one of their band apparently dead, 
thoſe who ſtill· maintained the combat, 
inſtantly deſertod the fray, and darting 
into the foreſt, led. Gondibett, elate 
with victory, was the firſt in the pur 
ſuit; but in vain after a conſiderable 
chaſe, they eluded en W and 
perſected an · eſcape. enen 


ſtuitleſs, they returned to the ſcene of - 
action, in order to examine the van 
Iauiſhed, in hopes of gaining by that 
means, ſome knowledge of the ciuſe 
"oe | LES. 
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76 MYSTIC CASTLE. 
which impelled them to ſeek with 
ſuch, determined malice, the life of 


Albert: but here they were . equally 


unſucceſsful, thoſe. whom they fancied 
unable to proceed, having regained 
their horſes and fled. The road waz 
ſtained with blood, and without dif. 


ficulty they could trace it into the 
| foreſt, where after continuing for 2 
ſhort time in a direction forward, it 


turned off to the „ and could no 
mor E be ſeen. 


They now uad eve ry attempt at 
a diſcovery bafled, and as their op- 
ponents fought in compleat ſteel, with 


Their beavers down, it was impoſſible 


even by conjecture, to form any idea 


of their perſons or motive, 


2 ' * WF 10 ” 1 


4 Py 
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Things, 
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L T hings being thus ſituated, and any 
longer delay needleſs, they determined 
to ſer forward to the Lord 0 Mow- 
wr. s Caſtle. 


elf Where,“ | added Albert, &@ my 
noble deliverer will receive that thanks 
his generous protection ſo amply 
merits, and I be ſecure from the - 
farther attacks of my enemies.” _ 


Sir 13 — was e they 
accordingly proceeded with the utmoſt 
expedition, ſoon arriving at the place 
of their deſtination, where Albert was 
received with every poſſible demon- 
tration of joy, at his ſo unexpected a 
return in ſafety; Sir Reginald having 
led them to imagine that he had fallen 
5 „ the ſwords of ſome maurading 

| Scots, 


ings n N 


1 1 7 CASTLE. 


Seon. who fo eee 0 


wie? Ss. e 


. 4 not 1 e 


- AY his- Lord, and heard, with real 
concern, that he was comfined to his 
bed, by a dangerous fall from his horſe 
the preceding day, and that Sir Regi. 
domeſtics, in queſt of hinmfelf, not 
doubting but that he ſhould diſcover 
kim expoſed in the foreſt, where be 
conjectured he had fallen er = 
| ford of aſſaſſination. 


e ou Stiri to the 
chamber of de Mowbray, and after a 


n tettirned to conduct Sit 
Bertram to his friend: he found him 
ar oed in his bed by two do- 


meſtics; 


_ iySrTIC os E. 79 - 


weltics; pale and faint, he could 
ſcarcely return thanks to the Knight, 
for the noble protection he amen 
ed to Albert. 


« He 1 chin of my an 
Sir Bertram,” he faid, and equally 
dear to me as my own; any favour 
ſnewn to him, is done unto myſelf; 
my thanks are therefore too weak to 
expreſs my gratitude for the aſſiſtance 
ou yielded him, at a moment, the 
danger af which ſtrikes n ſoul with 


4 terror! x x ; | 4 


Knight, “ he was of my friends houſ- 


hold, and had a claim 1188 my ſword. 
Th 4 t 5 524 Bra? 1 8. ea 
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As be ſpoke theſe words, the 
daughters of de Mowbray entered the 
chamber, and joined in the praiſes of 

| Sir Bertram's benevolence, 


Lady Jane, the elder, was a com- 
manding beauty; the luſtre of whoſe 
charms abſorbed. the leſſer one's of 
her timid. ſiſter, the bluſhing Mary: 
her eye, like the meridian ſun, ſtruck 
. at once with irreſiſtible impulſe, daz- 
zling by its effulgence, and penetrating 
by its vigour; while the more gentle 
looks of Mary, only warmed by the 
continuance of obſervation, but did 
not fail, at length, to leave as fixed a 
paſſion in the heart. Albert had been 
reared with them from infancy ; they 
treated him with the familiarity of a 
brother, 


MYSTIC CASTLE. 81 


brother, and were now profuſe in their | 


congratulations on his ſafety, 

« Without thy interference, Sir 
Knight,” ſaid the Lady Jane,“ we 
ſhould have loſt the companion of -our 
youth; a loſs which, without flattery 
to the object, would have been ſeverely 
felt and lamented by the Ware or” xe 


| Mowbray.” 


| Mary ſighed, but ſaid nothing, while 
Sir e Ry egy cement 


9 1 wal at length grow vain, and 


fancy that I have really performed 
ſome act that merits praiſe; heaven 


let its merit be what it may, T ſhall 
| «ip ha always ee ſince it 
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gains me the approbation of the _ 
Jane de Mowbray!” . 


P While cheſe . paſſed, 
the old Lord feeling a deſire for ſlum- 
ber, requeſted Sir Bertram to confide 
himſelf to the care of his daughters, to 
which he readily conſented, and with 
wiſhes for his ſpeedy err. oe 
the chamber. | 


DT: FI * ſhort time, and a flight 

repaſt, Sir Bertram took his leave of 
the ladies and departed: Albert at- 
tended him to the gate, to whom he 
aum. 151 


8 Tore cf is the ile of de 
Mowbray, you are beloved and re- 
. did I not fee it, I could 
8 | almoſt 


83 
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| almoſt wiſh you with "myſelf; how: 


ever, ſtill perſevere in that conduct, 
which has gained, and ſtill muſt con- 
tinue to you the ſame pleaſing treat- 
ment; and ſhould hereafter any miſ- 
fortune (not incurred by your own 
errors) aſſail you, remember, that you 
have a friend at Bertram Caſtle.” 


| Albert, at theſe words, kiſſed the 
hand of his generous protector, and aa 


| he rode from the gates, found a tear 


of affection ſtart to his eye, a warm 
tribute of gratitude to diſintereſted 


As he was returning to the hall, 
ruminating with pleaſure on the ac- 
quiſition of Sir Bertram's friendſhip, 
an old domeſtic beckened him to one 

G2 ſide, 


ſide, and in a low voice, begged to 
know when he might ſpeak a word 
3 t him i in eee 


. Wan me Huber?” e | 
as youth, why, at this moment, 
unleſs it requires great ſecrecy.” 

Truth is, maſter Albert,“ replied 
the old man, * ſtone walls have ſome 
times Ears, and as 1 do not wiſh to 
have my words _— or _ 
_ obſerved——" 

% Obſerved Hubert 12? cried 4 Alben, 
8 8 danger is there in obſervation? 
or when did ſuſpicion creep into de 
eee Caſtle ? Wo 
can't explain now, anſwered 
; * « but if you can contrive to 

OP: on into the ne to night, to- 
ee e ee erde 


£ 1 »S ; i 


wh 
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wards midnight, I will diſcloſe to you 
all T know.” 1 e , ULEIRDS 


Albert, tho* he did not expect to 
reap much from Hubert's information, 
yet being curious to know its import, 
ere egg to need bags 115 they 


ed. x 
parted. 

f CF y 7 0 
4 » - . 8 


- In a ſhort time after this diſcourſe, 
Sir Reginald returned, unattended, 


from his fruitleſs inquiry after Albert; 
with a marked melancholy he related 


bis vain purſuit, but when informed 
of his fafe arrival, he flew to embrace 


him, and congratulate him on his 
fortuitious eſcape; nor was he ſparing 


in his eulogiums on the gallant” Sir 
1 8 who had thus nobly cſpoules 
MS: his 


nom Te S N *—. * 
r wen. e * Sa 


the old man waiting for him with the 
utmoſt impatience, and flying to Join 
him, he faid— 


86 MYSTIC CASTLE; 


his cauſe, and rendered abortive the 
daring intents of the unknown aſſaſſins. 


In mutual good wiſhes, the time 


| paſſed till the waining night warned 


the inhabitants of the caſtle to repoſe; 
each one accordingly prepared to re- 
tire, and Albert under that pretext, 


haſtened to perform his mou : with 
5 | HR 


© oþ he moon ſhone bright, as be 
Mued from the poſtern into a ſmall 


park, which ſeparated the building 


from the grove, among the cloſe 
boughs of which, he ſoon diſcovered 


2 Well 


% 
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Well Hubert, I find you are 
punctual to your appointment, in 
which you ſee I am not deficient; but 
come, unfold to me what cauſe it is 
that wears an aſpect of ſuch import, 
and calls for ſo much ſecrecy??? _ 

„ Perhaps, maſter Albert,” re- 
turned the old man, perhaps, fir, 
when heard, you may; not think it 
worth the pains; nay, even may deem 
it impertinent, bu. — 

© Nay, good Hubert, proceed, and 
do not think fo injuriouſiy of me; let 
the purport of your ſtory be what is 
may, your kindneſs and care, ſhall. 
receive my warmeſt thanks!” | 

J do not mean, fir, to raiſe your F 
curioſity by an idle tale, or timid ap- | 
prehenſion of my own brain, but to 5 
warn * of dagger ::/ | 

a My. o 
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*« Of danger did you ſay, Hubert! Wh: 
where does it impend? from whom N 
is it to be dreaded?” ? N m 
« Pardon me, fir, I am but a poor 
dependant, and it ill becomes me to Ne 
recoil from the hand that gives me ll it 
bread, but till a ſtronger impulſe t 
2 me: before Fproceed, promiſe Ml- 
; I promiſe any thing! good c 
Waben pray go on!“ L 
« I am old, maſter Albert, * age 
has taught me experience; youth is 
volatile, and as ruin hangs on the diſ- 
covery of my words ſwear!ꝰ 
« I do! I do!” replied the im- 
patient youth, * proceed this un- 
neceſſary delay tortures me!” | 
Having heard my words,” an- 
ſwered Hubert, „you will not deem 
precaution needleſs; now hear me,. 1 
have 
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have long ſerved the family of de 
Mowbray, firſt entering it during the 
minority of the late Lord.” 

Death! Hubert, to the "ey 
exclaimed Albert, with extreme anx- 
iety, “ and let your hiſtory ſucceed 
the myſtery!” EH 
lam old, maſter,” he 8 
d If coolly, © and muſt claim the privilege 
of age; time waſtes the memory; 1 
e muſt recall paſt ſcenes, to ſpeak with 
8 certainty: then know, while yet he 


was a pratling boy, I knew you 
Hark! did you hear nothing ſtir 
: among the trees?” 


1 


« Nothing, I pray om} 
« Ay, by our Lady! returned 
Hubert, *I can diſcern two perſons 
advancing thro the grove! we are 


90 MYSTIC CASTLE. 
intercupted—to-morrow night at this 


| hour—but mark beware of ——” 


Here the near approach of the 


ſtrangers checked his ſpeech, and he 


haſtily retired, while . Albert; tho' 
raiſed to the higheſt pitch of expec- 


tentous ſecret, was forced to ſubmit to 


neceſſity, and call in patience to his 


aid: as he ſtood deliberating, the in- 
truders approached, and diſappointed 
on one hand, he determined to in- 


demnify himſelf on the other, by 


| ſecretly obſerving their motions, and 


perhaps, learning the reaſon of their 
nocturnal deliberations; with this in- 


tent, he retired into the gloomy part 
of the grove, and as they drew more 
| Hens, to his aſtoniſhment, beheld Sir 

7 | Reginald 


3 ws. WY gf P Ds 
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Reginald in cloſe conference vith a 
1 en to . 


« I ten thee!” ſaid hs ſon of de 


Mowbray, it was my father's weak» - 


neſs; poor timid wretch! he could 
ſtab the dam, yet tremble at mo 
offspring in the egg! W 0G 

That work is your's!” 0 
the unknown, he does not ſuſpect 
your intentions, and of courſe muſt 


fall a victim to deſign; all efforts will 


not fail—our re ”y ap reach. 
him * 


Wende en ne Wee b ins 
his heart!“ exclaimed Sir Reginald, 


4 I ſhall ne er know peace vill thenk 


Good Montford, ſee that ſome mm is 
1 make me — 
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and Sir Reginald to the caſtle. 


| ramble 8 
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| Here he ſunk his voice ſo low, tha ve 
Albert could not collect his words, 

and after a ſhort time, they ſeparated; 
the unknown returning into the grove, 


As they departed, Albert ſprang 
from his retreat, and hurrying acroſs 
the park, was at the poſtern juſt as 
the Knight arrived; on ſeeing the 
youth he ſtarted, and with. ſurpriſe, 
demanded the cauſe 1 his noCturnal 


« Might not I aſk the ſame _ 
tion?” returned Albert. | 

« True, my friend,” anſwered Sir 
Reginald, and ſure a man may 
ſometimes have a cauſe for ſolitary 
walks, beſt fitted for his own boſom, 
and honour often impoſes ſilence! 
mn 2+ 17 ou 
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vou cannot miſtake as ans. 


Albert?” 
cc do not ſeek to wo it,” he 


returned, © for doubtleſs, both in- 


tereſt and honour 
« Intereſt!” rejoined the Khinhs 


« Sir, your words bear ſomething 
more than common — more than your 


ſtation!“ | 4 
« No more, Sir Reginald,” cried 


the youth, „1 feel my meanneſs in 


its full extent: feel my unworthineſs, 


my tation! but it was well! you raiſed 


me to a knowledge of mylſclf; to bid 
me fall more deep! fool. that I was, 
not to perceive the diſtance between 
the humble dependant Albert, and the 
proud heir of de Mowbray!” 

« Oh, do not wound me!” ex- 


claimed the Knight, © I was too 
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haſty; I pray you, pardon me! ſa, 

that I walk to mark the moon; t 

waſte an hour; to feel the fanning 

breeze! I am my wills repoſitory! 

are me, Albert, and- now my 
nd, good night!” 


80 ſaying, he n thee?: he pol. 
tern, and retired to his chamber, while 
the youth, aſtoniſhed at the wild in- 

coherence of his diſcouſe, ſlowly fol- 
lowed him, and as he ſunk on his bed 
to find repoſe, with a ſigh demanded 


of his own 1 1 e Can 
Chr. 


* 2 


MYSTIC CASTLE 95 


"CHAP. IV. 


Tux ſun had ſcarce riſen, to diſpel 
by the effulgence of his morning 
rays, the collected vapours of night, 
when Albert, zeccived a ſummons to 
attend the Lord de Mowbray in his 
chamber: with alacrity he haſtened to 
obey che orders, and found him fitting 

Oe” | up 


95 IPs MYSTIC CASTE: 


"wp. i in his bed, tho! extremely weak 


and faint. 


Come hither, Albert,” ſaid the 
old Lord, as he entered, © as yet, | 
have heard but imperfectly, the nar- 
ration of thy diſaſter; let chy own lips 
4 Ft it to me truly uh 


The ws nd” and ſeating 
himſelf near the bed, gave him a 
ſuſcinct relation of the entire tranſac- 
tion, and concluded at that perjod, 

my when he entered the ruined- caſt; 
as he mentioned the latter part, the 
countenance of Lord de Mowbray, 
changed to a 5 nes with 
a vera we he ſaid==! * 
FL dall NW. : 7:56 
oy ; 2120 10%, Excu 
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« Excuſe me, Albert, an ardent 
pain ſhoots thro' my tortured body! 
but ſay, did you not explore its me- 


lancholy chambers, HET by o curi- 


oſity? 29, 
No, my Lord,” he replied, with- 
out heſitation, as not chuſing to make 
known his diſcoveries, * the exterior 
was ſufficient for me, and precluded 
any deſire of farther inveſtigating it.“ 
« *Twas well done,” rejoined Lord 


de Mowbray, but Sir Bertram?“ 


„% Was with- held,“ anſwered the 
youth, © by the ſame cauſe as myſelt; 


he ſought buta temporary ſhelter, and 
that obtained, his curioſity did not 


prompt him to explore its filent and 
long deſerted receſſes.” 
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nden pay, come; nay, perhaps 
it is not far veg. when theſe diſ- 


veries may be fn moment, then 
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ms publicity blaſt our, golden 
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„ A e e thee ay | 
1 8 us from ſorrow ; yes, Alber 


*conlels, 1 ny have torn — 
boſom 


2 


bi TA 


* © 


MYSTIC CASTLE. 
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are dear to me! but no more of t lat 
now; tell me, and ſpeak with candour, 


added there want 19 © wake. o th 
and 279915077 


2% Nothing!” replied" Albert, al be 


Ln the hand 7 de 'Mo bre 


of ability to ſhew by deeds my gr. 
titude!” 


® WY took?” continued de Mowbray, 


"is I 5c 50 an orphan; but no more : 


of chat, your generous warmeh declares 


'you hor Ulighateful; and I may hope s 


far as yd hae power, chat you would 


now repay mes“ 


"150M Voikt' but he Wen exclaimed 
d 566k wk outh” with” Ecitacy, . Point but 


cans, and 1 will ay to execute ſ - 
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a Mowbray” was proceeding to 
communicate his thoughts to him, 
when a ſudden weaknefs prohibited 
the deſign, and compelled him to 
deſiſt; at the ſame time Albert retired, 
and the wounded Lord Junk | ro a 


OP n = 5 


4 $4, 
& "wa % 8 of GS 


Tbe diſcourſe he had juſt + 
and many concurring circumſtances, 
ſunk deep into the mind of the youth, 
and filled his boſom with ideas of ap- 
prehenfion, till that moment he had 
been a ſtranger to: the words of de 
Mowbray, which at an other time, 
| would have been deemed of licde im- 
port, now ſeemed to indicate ſome 
awful ſecret, while Hubert's cautious 
ſecrecy, ſerved only to add force to his 
— N * ar this moment 
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were the ſayings of Reginald "FOG 
ten, they roſe to his imagination with 
redoubled energy, and tho with cer- 
 tainty he could not fix on the object fo 
much execrated, {till he could not at 
intervals help pointing himſelf out as 
| te devoted victim. 


Tbos at war with his own (601, he ; 
paſſed on to the grove he had viſited 
the preceding. night, and the thoughts | 


that occupied his mind were not the 


moſt pleaſing: what the danger could 


be he was unable to determine, and 1 its 


motive was ſtill more involved i in per- . |. 
plexity; with accuracy be retraced 
every tranſaction of his life, from the 
period when reaſon firſt dawned, and 


Save an active impulſe to memory z 


N did a broad acquirtal : appear 1 
3 - every 
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eycry featurc.,.. De Mowbray had ever 

been noble and generous, treating him 

with the familiarity of a fon, and ap- 
. parently feeling almoſt the — 
aft, W nbi won f51295 
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0 Tben why,” be exclaimed wk 
energy, « then why, at this moment 

ſhould, I ſuſpect him? have twenty 
years rolled by, and ſhall I now requite 
his goodneſs with ſuſpicion? it wrongs 
Bis nature, and caſts a ſtain; upon my 
0n;. he ſtill is generous, and I will 
be faithful; it muſt be fo! can the 


parent of my —— No! no, rl not 
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Wich theſe. on be proceeded 


a into the grove; the unfiniſhed 
name was that of f Marys ir had turned 


the 


urs rie Ar. 103 
te tenor of his thoughts, and from 


1 


the Aar; ideas of Wee 


Rona FER fy n if. 
ſection ſprang with opening reaſon, 


and increaſing years ſerved but to give 


ſtability to its foundation; unuſed to 
the cold forms of ceremony, they now 
confeſſed as love, what before was on 

deemed friendſhip, and without 

bluſh" mingled” in that genial inter- 
courſe of ſoul, which alone gives che 
true zeſt to ' mutual 8 * 10 . 

Their „ was „ sbs 55 
the inhabitants of the caſtle, becauſe 
being accuſtomed from infancy to be. 
hold their preference, they nom did 
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not n the true dex of en 
actions. 


To the Lady Mary, were all the 
attentions of Albert directed; her 
manners were more congenial to his 
own, and as they had grown beneath 
the ſame foſtering hand, one mind. 
ſeemed to operate on both: tis true, 
he admired her ſiſter, but it was with. 
that awe, her ſuperior. dignity. ſeemed. 
to claim and command; ſo that while 
he acknowledged, he ſhrunk from the 

luſtre of her charms, wo 


To the mild beauties of 0 gentle 
Mary, alone was his ſoul devoted, and 
as to one he offered the incenſe of 
admiration, to the other he dedicated 
the n paſſions, of. the heart It 


Was 
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was als idea of this dear object, which 
now ſolely occupied him, and as he 
pondered on this more pleaſing theme, 
thus argued with himſelt— 


„4 


Alas! how am I doomed to be 
the child of misfortune, and born to 
encounter ill; a poor dependant, can 
I hope the Lord de Mowbray fo for- 
oetful of his dignity, or ſo ſuperior to 
the petty intereſt of the world, as to 
give his daughter's hand to the un- 
known, unhappy Albert? wild chimera. 
hence! yet, I am not to blame, if 
nature, acting with my heart, bade me 
to love! no truſt is broken, the bluſh- 
ing Mary owned a mutual flame, 
awoke with reaſon, and increaſed with 
years! yet even there, there am I © 


enen too! bleſſed with the paſſion, 
of 
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of dhe maid, yet hopeleſs of geh 
ah, omg Albert!” nd M 


_ Here . was arouſed from his re- 


vere by a low murmur of voices at 
no great diſtance; on liſtening with 


ſome attention, he found they pro- 
ceeded from a ſmall dell, near which, 


unpetceived, he could ſafely approach, 


5 and become an auditor of their dif- 
courſe; he accordingly drew ' near, 


and ſoon diſtinguiſhed (among ſeveral 


others) the voices of Reginald and 


Hubert, the former of Won, ex- 
Chimed— e 
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„ tel! wür; 1 4 my Wighas 
im! J have diſcourſed with him, and 
he” approves the plan: man i. 


ot fail!“ 
0 Well 
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Well, well,” replied : an unknown 


times we are ready.” 

Notice!“ rejoined Sir Reginald, 

« I myſelf will witneſs our ſucceſs, 

but when we are ripe for action, 

Huber ſhall inform and conduct you.” 
« Ay, anſwered Hubert, nor 


plucked away?” 
Though, continued Sir 7 
ud, « 1 could in open day catch, him 
by the throat and ſtab him, yet I dare 
not! ſuſpicion, which now whiſpers 
only, would then grow loud and 
troubleſome; therefore I act with cau - 
tion; here break we up, and Montford, 
ſee yau are ready at the proper ſeaſon, 


* 10 


voice; © &en be it as you ſhall de- 
termine; give us but notice, and at all | 


ſhall I be eaſy, till the young thorn is 
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rated, and Albert, unable to fathom 


reflections had baniſhed from his mind 
any idea of immediate danger, the diſ- 


not perceiving the youth, hurried: into 


= ling that it ſhould be known he was 


108 MYSTIC CASTLE. 


remembering, that Reginald borgen 
not fidelity!” 


5 As he ceaſed to ſpeak, they 5 


their deſigns, returned penſive and 
melancholy to the caſtle :- if his former 


| courſe he had overheard, gave it 
life again, and tho” it did not in direct 
terms point him out as the object of 


their machinations, yet an irreſiſtible 
ſomething bade him beware. 


As he traverſed 17 court, Reginald 
entered alſo, followed by Hubert, but 


the hall, who on the other hand, wil- 


not 
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not ignorant of their private meeting, 
aadreſſed Hubert as he followed the 
Knight, with © a good morrow.” . 
Hal maſter Albert, is it you ** 
anſwered the old man. 

« Yes, Hubert; I have been taking 
2 ſtroll thro* the grove, and would 
know, perhaps you can ſatisfy me, 
| when the young thorn will be plucked | 
away ET 


Hubert ſtarted, and gazing on the 
youth for ſome time, at length ſaid— 
Tou have over-heard then?” 

_ « Betray no ſecrets, old man!” he 
replied with indifference, « I have 
heard nothing, at leaſt nothing that 
concerns me; nor do I ſeek to Know 
more than I have heard Fwy day.“ 

Theſe 
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ld Lord, as he entered, "AY 1 have 


pfrofeſſed fidelity and gratitude, 1 now | 


am ready to execute and give it!“ 


and on to points muſt now demand 


T heſe words e esp td wit 
4 ſevere” look, and haſtened into 1 
zaftle;' Where he received a ſummont 
to attend de Mowbray, : now  Touſed 
om bis pond] 4s 


e «Come near me, Albert; "a the 


been wiching for hee; you have of? 
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. And J,“ Gdlebad dle youth, 


Enough, my ſon,” he-replied, 
« ] do not doubt your prompt alactity, 


obedience: the hand of inalice,, and 
the voice of Nlander, have long = 
buſy with' my fame; fince frtt 1 cat 
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with Wl from, Mowbray. Caſtle; to me they 
"the have lmputed — but no matter, let 
ai that, reſt;; , 1 now en wiſh to ſtill che 
if q MYrmMUrs . of the, vulgar, and paſs my 
een remaining hours of lite, calm, and 
lov unſullied; would fink into an honour- 
che ed grave, and find the tears, of grari- 
mM tude maiſten my cold remains, apd 
e below, the, filent tomb; not part 
oy exiſtence, loaded with ſlander, and 
bg purſued by foul r eproach!” ! 

« And can I,” exclaimed Albert, 
a, %%% L be de happy inftrumens of | 
19 procuring them? oh, point me out the 
00 A and my beſt, blood ſhall pur- 
9. chaſe 6 Jour. tranquillity!“ wn oh 
d This generous warmth, replied 
= | Mowbray, « already, ſpeaks: ſuc- 
2 ceſs! thep hear me Since firſt [ left 


i IN the ancient habjcation: of m Hin, 
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Teport has not been idle in imputations 
Horrible to nature; true they have not 
been loud, nor extended to a large 
circle, but while one tongue repeats 
aſperſions, my ſpirit cannot reſt. My 
vaſſals and my own domeſtics, rob me 
of my peace, while all my Kindneſs 
cannot till their whiſpers, which my 
power alone ſuppreſſes for a moment, 
hereafter to ſpeak loud, and: burſt the 
marble tomb with calumnies. Strange 
ſounds, and horrid ſights, are faid to 
alarm the ſurrounding country from 
Mowbray caſtle, which they adduce 
as the reaſon for my quitting it, and 
do not heſitate at aſſerting —— but 
to the point: Albert, thou haſt been 
In it, and can confute the idle fancy of 
weak minds; but that is not all, ſay, 
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can you waſte. a night ia watching its 
lone chambers? Vour courage — 
„ Would deſerve no praiſe,” re- 
plied; the youth, if tobe tried by 


ſuch a proof! but What en. this my 


73 o 5 * x 
chern, of 58 ? 
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The hopes of quelling, idle, ys. 


mour, and checking calumny, from 
thy h, I yin 5 %%%k, 


Enough, my Lordi, anſwered 


Albert, 1 am. prepared, and only 


wait your mandate; if (as, I do not 


think there can be) if aught myſteri- 


ous clouds thy ancient caſtle, it ſhall 
not long remain aorovraleddc: i 
Albert, I am ſatisfied, replied 
de Mowbray,- << .thy, Senate care muſt 
heal my wounded fame; but that 8 
not all, 1 have an inward woe, and 
time, good Albert, only can allay it; 
. i: of 
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my wiſhes to her; tell ker the honour 


MYSTIC CASTLE 
of chat hereafter: now mark” me far- 
ther; ſome few days paſt, thou mayeſt 
remember, Lord Wenlock was cloſet- 


ted with me for a conſiderable time; 


the purport of his converſe, was a union 


of our families, by marriage of his 


eldeſt ſon with my loved daughter 

Mary. Albert! are you not well?” 
% Proceed, my Lord, tis nothing, 
a ſudden qualm, but quickly over!“ 

The reaſon why I thus com- 
mvnicate this information to thee, is 
to requeſt your aid; I fear compliance 
will be a taſk her gentle nature cannot 
eafily brook, and yet the intereſt of 
my family muſt juſtify a force, ſhould 


ſhe refuſe his hand: trained up from 


infancy together, you beſt can break 
1 


is Þ 
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of her houſe demands i; a parent 
wills it, and a— | 
„My Lord, replied the youth, 
with evident _— my Lord, it 
is a duty, 1— 8 

« No words, Albert” 1 muſt not 
hear the voice of diſobedience; fec 
you perform my will, and bend my 
daughter to avow it! Now leave me; 
to-morrow you mult ſeek the caſtle, 
and ere that, Lord Wenlock awaits 
an Os 


« The youth, accuſtomed to .. 
dience, did not reply, but bowing, 
ſilently retired; his boſom ſwelling to 
a painful degree of agitation, which, 
with difficulty permitted him to con- 
ceal the ſtrong emotions of his ſoul, at 
the information of Wenlock's paſſion. 
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. Yet, why,” he cried, as he ſlowly 
walked down the gallery from de 


Mowbray” chamber, ©. yet, why 


ſhould the knowledge of bis love, give 
me pain? Alas! I can never hope to 
call the gentle Mary mine; the diſ- 


tance twixt our ſtates af a. bar 


no time or chance can alter!” 


A he eee theſe 3 


Hubert entered the gallery, and mak- 
ing a ſign for Albert to follow him, 


he turned towards the poſtern, and 


ſoon being joined by the youth, they 
advanced with haſty ſteps, and entered 
x into the receſſes of the grove. . 


Fo 0 « Doubdeck, fir,” 5 l the 
old man, your ideas of me cannot 
be We favourable ? your 5pol retort 


„ e . this 
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this morning, evidently proves it; but 
do not let the opinion of the moment 
ſolely ſway; firſt hear, and then decide. 
1 bave long been an imnate of this 
family, and from the length of ſervi- 
tude, am deemed faithful: I have been 
the emiſſary of their acts, not from 
inclination, but a defire | tor allt aq 
oppreſſed.” - 
do not ns your virtuous 
principles, good Hubert,” replied the 
youth, „but as 1 do nat. conceive 
how aue points at ne 
e Tis a falſe ſecurity, he in 
haſtily, © you are lulled t to meet © your Fe 
ve „ + 4 
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0 the very of Hubert at 
this RO conan hos not im- 
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mediately correſpond with the ſeelings 
of Albert's _ he SONY replied— 


0 No. matter, fir, when Alger 
comes, I truſt I ſhall have fortitude to 
meet it!” 
„ Pardon me,” FO RO Hubert, 
perhaps I intrude, and am imperti- 
nent, but even that idea, can not re- 
ſtrain my tongue! I am poſſeſſed of 
ſecrets, to others totally unknown, and 
on which your future proſpects mate- 
rially depend. Guilt lies heavy at my 
heart, and only one way can I expiate 
my crimes!—lI have vow the accom- 
plice of de Mowbray.” 
De Mowbray! exclaimed Albert, 
Hubert, beware, nor let a breath of 
calumny ſully a name more dear nd 
me than my own honour?” 2 2 
=: 3 i „ 
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replied. - 


119 
11 ne the rruth?”' he 


44 


« old man you wander, mee 
humble Albert” 2 


Ha! Albert! _nayz fir, aku me; 


but as I knew your father 
My father! exclaimed the nb. 
wich the utmoſt agitation. 
Tes, fir, your . 3 cis 


ever our fortune to be haunted by yon 


evil ſpirit,” pointing to Sir Reginald, 
who advanced with folded arms from 
among the trees; I can no more at 
| preſent, ſuſpicion is abroad, and caution 
cannot n too n Nen! 


. n preparing to W I 
auen when Albert caught his ene 


W demanded— 
T4. 


* Stay 


My Lord! ee the: — | 
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96 Stay, Hubert, one moment. when 
ſhall we meet again? 1 


FORTE 


. At. eight, on the eee » 
— Pointing to Sir Reginald he ad- 
2 in a ſolemn voice, *< {UCP and 


110 [and immediately parted, 

wr” bf fg 94A + ; 

wel 0 AR n 3 
— evidently agitated, Albert did not 
wil to meet. the eye of Reginald, and 
accordingly. turned into the ſhaded 
S of the . and haſtened r 


ie 1 * 15 I " . — * 


* = ata bis dof 
torn. by._ conflicting > 


picion ſpread its baleful influence over 
his ſoplz the effect of which, a ho 


leſs flame, and ſucceſsful rem not 
e to . 125 
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my benefactor's peace, and blaſt my 
own!-—Yes, let me fly! but whither? 
Alas! what door is open to receive 
the child of mis fortune? - unfriended 


and unknown!--I am diſtracted 


would I had ne er been taught fuſ- 


mn or known the worſt at UP? 


of: * T1 


ile then iy into ks caſtle; 
ruminating on the words of Huberr, 


and loſt in melancholy reverie, when 
the ſtep of ſome perſon in the gallery, 


recalled him to himſelf: it was Mary, 


who advanced to meet him: at ſight. 
of her, an inyoluntary ſtart betrayed 


his 
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121 
% Alas!“ he cried, as he entered 
che poſlern gate, this manſion, once 
the ſeat of every joy, to me bodes 
nought but ſorrow! then let me fly it, 
nor by continuance, perhaps, involve 
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his emotion, and the recollection of 


her father's command, ſtole the colour 


from his cheek, tho it at, once con- 


/ pr ger my bedi 


F? 12 


* Are you e Albert? ſad 


_—_— maid, 007 9993-7 eg 


&| you look pale!” ery ones Belg 
My ſpirits,” he replied, e are 
not as tranquil as I could wiſh.” 
2< Perhaps,” ſhe added, ce the per- 
urbation occaſioned by your late dan - 
gerous, tho' fortunate eſcape, may be 
the reaſon of -it? if do, 'repoſe alone 
muſt be the remedy.” © 
e Alas!“ he continued, „I terk 


will 3—— fro a 


will mock the hand of time!” 
. e 49 cc It 


4 


$325 


- : 
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It muſt be a weighty cauſe, ſhe 
replied, # that can ſo rig 2 
the vivacity of Albert??? 

« Would I could cre: aye own 


breaſt, the _ Ny 4 _ _— 


but alas??? „ * 

7 Albert!” Wenn Adina 4. -chis 
ſullen and reſerved conduct, ill accords: 
with your accuſtomed- kn the 


ſons, . and by wg ict eee 

them, teach me a leſſon, I ee, ; 

ſince have practiſed!” 4:91 Ich aq flies 
„ Ah!” he exclaimed, ' 


know not what paſſes in in my heart; 
indeed 
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indeed you do not, or you would pity, 
not upbraid! yet, tho? the taſk is hard, 


T1 muſt oye and erh to: the voice 


les N 

Duty . ſhe cried, with an indig- 
nant bluſh, “ Sir, you owe me none! 
the word was miſapplied; I ſeek not to 
penetrate your ſecrets, and ſhall hence- 
* EASY how to act! 


7 


At theſe with the prepared to re- 
tire, when Albert catching her hand, 
— as be Ry detained 


te e hear me! one moment 
* in compliance with your father's 
withes, I ſpeak his orders, then _y for 
ever b your _ Lf 8 | 
; 5 : e "FO «Fly! 


$5 F we 


ES 
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« F ly! Albert, ſhe repeated, in a 
foſiened voice, e Wut anno 
enen hs 
« I know not,” he. * 0 in⸗ 
deed, I know not what I mean! and 
how my future actions will be directed, 
is ſtill more uncertain; one thing alone 
is ſure — that I am miſerable!” lbs 
« Albert, you frighten. me 1'* th 
anſwered, © what cauſe can make ſuch 
an. impreſſion, or require ſo dreadful a 
preface? 3 
; «©. Pardon. nity ſl x 3 
much need to aſk indulgence; but at 
this moment, find myſelf inadequate 
to the taſk impoſed on me; to night 
on 0 terrace - might I be indulged?” 
© Albert,” . anſwered the timid- 
5 « perhaps prudence may diſ- 
approve of my pu yet, I cannot 
relift 
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reſiſt the impulſe which urges me to 
comply; my curioſity and ſympathy, 


are too prevalent to contend wat at 


nine ere me on the terrace. 

"Sie wa FORT "PTY when 
Sir Reginald, by entering the gallery, 
4nterrupted their diſcourſe, and Mary 
haſtily retired. Albert was confuſed, 
he knew not why, and that which at 
another time would have been difre- 
garded, now covered his cheeks with 
the crimſon glow of detection: he 
abruptly turned round, as the Knight 
drew near, and endeavoured to avoid 
his obſervation,”wher he was ſuddenly 
ſruſtrated in his deſign, by the voice 
Of Sir IP e e 


# er 5 Ty 1 324 EX © "J 
re, 


6 Hol Alben void with you.” 


nab The | 
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The youh turned to him, andi he 
e vm amd 
4 | 19001 1 25 
* 80 you are going to WOO 
father's whim, in watching the old 
walls of Mowbray Caſtle; tis ſome- 
thing odd, that for twenty years his 
conſcience ſhould flumber, to wake 
now with ſuch unneceſſary alarm.“ 

« His will,” replied the youth, 
« is my law, and I do not feel his 
| goodneſs to me, an unhappy Orphan! 
in ſo ſmall a degree, as to treat "_ 
words with diſobedience.” “. 
© Nay,” anſwered the Knight, 
* you do not rightly underſtand me; 
I mean, that my father need not feel 
himſelf ſo much hurt, at what is only 
the idle rumour of diſcontented hinds 
and infolent domeſtics!” ? 
OO There 


CES By _- f 
— — a ES IS ao:  £ *F 9 2 1 ant 
r FEISS — > - — 23 18 A = 
0 - wn . - 
n oy 
80 c : . 


Fu Albert, « his Rd is! 200. * 
founded. to dread the calummies of 
ö vulgar; tongues, .. when. higher [ſlander 
could not ſhake it! however, it is not 
my part to inveſtigate into his motives, 
but implicitiy to act, convinced that 


1 


13 


11 


put o bad à  conitrut 
obedience; but to convince 


te 


Vion: e 92 Mower *. Penn 
wy 18 Fade All xe, 

ir Reginald, with a ſmüle, confeſs 

© theres is more concealed than you chuſe 

"Wi un Merve does not the 

* . Nys lid the your. « 2 


ſuch motive impells me, 1 am con- 
dent that you a e 05 2 


the family, and my ſtr | — 
1 gon bor: we — whoſe 


OCT - 729 


q. the Knight, 
; * * ny or 
= 8 e attributed, to E 


another 's praiſe, and my 2 Fa 
ich-cenſure, not rewarded 

Fry te eee, 2 

as to conduct you to its gates, 


mbers I leave to your valour; but 


het not my father e * * 
Fo Werilock's propoſal?” 

ben He has,” anſered Aben. gow- 
k It is an union,” continued Sit 


— 5 boch an Allge- 


A N ' : 
it FIC 
F Y 


fa 4. 
1 hope,” 2 =, 


YZ 
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1 That ĩs of little import,” returned 
the Knight, policy ſeldom admits of 
frivolous objection, and ſhould ſhe 
heſitate, it would juſtify .compulſion; 
however, in this point, I think (and 
indeed hope) ſhe will not be fo blind 
to her family's welfare, as to reject a 
ſplendid alliance, for the gratification 
of whim, or a girliſh folly! “ 
hope not, alſo,” anſwered 
Albert, “your father has commiſ- 
ſnoned me with the diſagreeable taſk 
of breaking his deſigas to her, and will 
now (with your ann enter on 
| Fg * : 


"This PF la whe of, to 


PR 


end a converſation too intereſting to 
his feelings, to render it agreeable; 
more eſpecially | in the manner Sir 

| x” _— : 


af 


Reginald 1 ended it, who in anſwer e to 
bis obſervation, ſaid g- 

cc J ſee, Albert, you are my father's 
FRY but I am ſure his confidence is 
merited, elſe would he not beſtow it,” 


The youth Ra a ſilent anfiver | to 
the compliment, and they parted. _ 
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proceeded—not to the chamber of 


re to rumi- 


is own; the 


Mary— but h 


nate on 


- 


the late diſcourſe of Hubert, 
and await the appointed hour of mect- 


. 


1 wint the knowledge of myſelf, 
or whence 1 ſprong, and if I cannot 


ſhare a parent's fond embrace, at leaſt 
with fervour can J breath their hal- 


with a tear!“ 


In ſimilar reflectlons he paſſed the 


| tedious moments, and at length with 
pleaſure marked the ſetting ſun roll 
down on clouds of crimſon to the welt, 


and ſhortly after heard the clock toll 155 
out the appointed hour: with haſty - 


| ſteps he hurried along one of the gal- 
leries to a ſmall rower, at the angle 
which opened out on the battlements, 
and impatiently proceeded to the ſpor 
of his appointment. Hubert was not 
yer come, and he endeavoured to paſs 


away 
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„At \eaft;” he faid, “ 1 hill no 


lowed names, and hail their memory 
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away the intermediate time, by obſerv- 
ing the ſurrounding proſ pect, CO: 
wh Treped. to his vie wm,, 


"Ihe fun had Kin fome time e funk 
heneath the horizon, leaving. (as his 
laſt refracted ray died in the . Tiſing | 
miſt) the broad boſom of nature 
wraped in the Mantle of night; and 
now the firſt. glimmer of the moon, 
began to glow oer the boundaries of 
the diſtant landſcape, as, failing, thro' 
the clouds of eye, the. caſt. her firſt 
Pa le luſtre on the duſky proſpeRt. 


af 6h £4 42220; 


. a * ſhe roſe, the facing miſt Airred ; 

g. light ſhadows. before the lambent 
4 _ and a. flyer, veſture ſtole imper- 
geptibly yer the vallies, diſcloſing by 
00 Bled Ar various objects * nature. 


1 2 ? | i 4 | | The | 


e 4 
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Tze brown rock firſt reared their 
rugged fronts to view, as the mild 
beams trembled on their flinty ſpires: 
next the dark foreſts unveiled their 
waving foilage, timed by the efful- 
gence of the radient orb, and laſt, the 
5 deep ſunk vales roſe to notice, emerg- 
ing from the murky ſhades of darkneſs, 
- as the moonlight floated over their 
: boſom, till riding ſublime in the 
heavens (all nature ſwelling ro the 
view) the chaſte lamp of the lonely 
hour, eden its impartial luſtre. | 


In tracing the mild FEY and -” 
L- Ws ſolemnity of the ſcene, Albert's 

ſoul was for a moment loſt in admij- 
ration, which was rather increafed than 
diminiſhed, by the gentle and melari- 
__ notes of a nightingale, that 
> 15 perched 
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perched, in a lofty pine beneath the 
battle ments, firſt poured a liquid-note, 
as the moon roſe, gradually ſwelling 
as its beams advanced, and ſee ming to 
hail the placid planet with her noctur- 
nal melody. .. 


Grand « as : the objects were, — bad 
but a tranſient effect on the mind of 
the youth; too much occupied with 
the eventful ſecret he ſo ardently ex- 


pected, he was led from external, to 


. 


internal medit; tion, and with impatient 
ſteps he ſtrode along the battle ments, 
awaiting the arrival of Hubert; ſtill 
be came not, and his anxiety aroſe 
almoſt to a painful degree, when the 
clock tolled nine, and recalled to his 
8 hour N had appc 
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Ser ing the time elapſed, and Hubert 
fill abſent, he ſtruck his forehead in 


* 
4. 


« Ever more the ſport of fortune! 
why did I t-arn to doubt, if ſtill I muſt 
be doomed to tread its mazes? oh, 
Hubert! give me back tranquillity, ot 
eaſe the tormenting re Ss 
endure! ?! 4% 
Patience and time oth can 
clear the Myſtery!“ nnn 4 Err | 
from n FX 

CE 2 wes 
Albert "GY at che found, 40d 
rulhing to the fide of the batttements,, 
perceived Hubert himſelf, who waving, 
his hand n in a low voice, ſaid 


4 © Hard 
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Hard neceſſity prevented my 


punetual attendance; deem me ff. 


picious, but not guilty ? I can no more 
at 'preſent; the moment is eventful, 
but reſt aſſured, I watch your atereſt, 
and will ſave. 

ec Point but the Ages out?” EX- 
claimed the youth with vehemence, 


„ and will fly to meet it, by bold- 


neſs to fruſtrate, or in noble wy, 
_ xx ol * 


: lie awaited for an Saen but in 
vain, Hubert had retired, and he now 
reſolved to ſeek the terrace, where he 


had promiſed to meet the daughter of 


de Mowbray: the place of reudezvous 


was a ſolitary walk, which ran on one 


adde of the imall park, encloſed os 


cork ſide of a chick hedge, and arched 
0 8 oyet- 


rere CASTLE. 39 


oyer-head, thro” which, as the moon- 

light ſtreamed, he could perceive the 
lady (more ,punQual than _ himſelf.) 
already there, and ſcreened from view by 
a thick veil: on ſeeing her he haſtened 
forward,” and began to apologize for 
his want of exactneſs, when ſhe 1 inter- 
rupted him, Ring wickets 


ern Nin 
"x Speak, Jow Wa . meeting 
propriety cannot approve, and we. oy 
be obſerved.” . 

161 Here, madam,” . Albert, 
« we are retired, and need not ſear 
N r | 

oth - Suſpicion,” ſhe- add, in a We 
Pe ways is the beſt foundation of 
ſecurity: but what cauſed this ſtrange 
delay? methinks a lover, Sure have 
been more * d 

890 > @ A ae 
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. A lover! = replied the 


youth, alas! I muſt for ever yield 
that title to one more favoured; yes, 
aan will 1 N 


end chi yo# Mink ſhe added 


5 a father's will can change my firm 
* Teſfolves?—but who is he, who arro- 


gantly can, from a PR_ clam my 

undemanded MT 19 

* One, whofe fortune and merit 

Juſtify it, and give his wiſh a ſanction; 
Lo Wenlocks eldel 


hope, and heir.” 
„ And canſt thou think, Alben, 


fortunes, or pothp, can alienate my 
firm affection? No! on little minds 
they may have allbende, 1 bear A for 


"that feoms wem!“ 


3 


3 * 14 ae 
5124 IA | 5 
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* Exalted woman!. do not give me 
« glimpſe of ſelicity to plunge me 
deeper in deſpair: alas! you forget my 
ſtate, my ſad dependance, dagen that 
| am the friendleſs, unhappy i 
« Perjured Albert!” added a 5 
voice, from among the trees, | 
« Gracious heaven!” exclaimed the 
Lady, “ what ſound was that?? 

« I fancy bur the breeze breathing 
thro' the grave,” returned the youth, 
endeavouring to canceal his emotions 
a the unfayourable. and myſterious 
words,” but can you,” he continued, 
indeed! reject the calls of pomp 
and ſplendaur, to ſhare affection a h 

an humble lot?“ | 
i © Can. you doubt,” ſhe. 1 
© that love , which dawned in infancy, 
and grew with years? you wrong me, 
| Albert, 
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Albert, but 1 am not o injurious; | 
can e can truſt, and to thy 
: 40 Heed IE the 
voice, © they are falſe and faithleſs!" 
Again!“ ſhe exclaimed, clinging 
to the arm of the youth, . did you 
not hear it then? ? 

„ Tis but fancy,” he replied, 

c imagination all, which at this lonely 
filent hour, works on thy timid mind!” 
Thus he endeavoured to allay her ter- 
rors, tho' convinced himſelf, of the 
cauſe actually exiſting, and after a ſhort 
er thus continued— _ 

, Lord Wenlock Genau thy 
band: and thy father ſanctions his re- 
queſt; the taſæ was mine to make his 
inclination wy — then Can 92 
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Hear me, Albert! my reſolutions 

are already formed; the growth of 
years, a moment ſhall not deſtroy! 
ſay then, will you ſcorn my proffered 
hand? 

« Scorn!” he cried. with rapture, 
6 immortal powers! reject my Mary's 
love !—but whither do I wander? — 1 
am a wretch ! - debarred all hope—an 
outcaſt!” 

« You are Albert,” he ani 
the early object of my youthful 
paſſion!? 
. Bog will, ht plea,” he added, 
© have weight to bend a father's re- 
ſolution? ſay, will he take the un- 
known orphan to his breaſt, and bleſs 


him with thy beauties ?—Alas! he will 
not!” ; 


« Oh, 
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MYSTIC: CASTLE, 
„ Oh, Albert!“ ſhe exclaimed, 


c muſt I be wretched ?—no!—dexth 


before: ſplendid miſeryl— take me, | 


am thine a cottage and affection!ꝰ 


Do I hear right?” cried the en- 


raptured youth, for a moment forget- 


ting himſelf, and falling at her feet, 


* Can my loved Mary? ſcoring 


Pomp and pride, accept a 12 cot 
and warm affetion?” 

e She can, and thus conſeſſes it 
ſo. ſaying, ſhe caſt up her veil, and 


Albert ſpringing from the earth, 


caught in his arms, as the moon 


| — full on her face, the Lady Jane! 


„ - Miſtaken youth!” ſhe cried, 
caſting him from her, and ſpeaking in 


"4 voice. of unuſual ſeverity, “tis not 
the grovelling minion of thy love, but 


one who feels with ſwelling indigna- 


1 5 58 tion, 
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tion, the inſult offered to her race! 


I over-heard; and not without aſtoniſh- 


ment, the baſe conceſſion of my fiſter 
to thy appointment, and determined 
to fruſtrate thy mtentions. No more ! 


| here end thy inſolence and her ſhame! 


J will warn her of the impropriety, 
and forget this thy preſumption, that 
would mingle thy baſe blood with the 
proud current that circles thro* de 
Mowbray's veins! But mark me, 


raſh Albert, it can be forgotten but 


5 the ſecond ſhall be png 


So ſaying, ſhe darted at bim an in- 
dignant look, and haſtily retired; 
while he, unable to anſwer thro' con- 
fuſion and amazement, ſtood over- 
whelmed with conſcious detection and 


ame. 


VOL, I. 5 Tbe 
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The true cauſe of the Lady Jane's 
nd was jealouſy; that baleful 
paſſion, from whoſe deadly influence 
no boſom is ſecure. Reared up with 
Albert, ſhe had not beheld him with 

indifference, nor did ſhe ſuſpect the 
ñnereaſing prepoſſeſſion of her ſiſter, 
ignorant as ſhe was of her own heart, 
till overhearing the diſcourſe they had 
in the gallery, arouſed at once thoſe 
latent ſparks of love, which unknown 
to herſelf, infancy had ſown, and time 
reared to maturity: ſhe felt an indig- 
nation ſhe knew not why, and con- 
ceived herſelf lighted in his evident 
preference; the firſt impulſe of which 
was, to fly to de Mowbray, and by 
diſcloſing her diſcovery, draw down 
on Albert that puniſhment ſhe ſup- 

e he 10 juſtly merited: but this 


idea, 


172 
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idea, a Ittle reflection ſubvetted; and = 
convinced her the youth was not ſo 


ctiminal- as the firſt ruſh” of paſſion 


ſuggeſted to her; however, ſhe de- 


termined, if poſſible, to fruſtrate the 


continuance of an affection, ſhe deemed 


ſo inſulting to herſelf: proud of de- 
ſcent, and elate with all the haughty 
charms of profuſe nature, ſhe poſſeſſed 
a ſpirit that ill could brook” negtd@; 
more eſpecially, where it regarded the 


influence of thoſe external perfections, 
which the ſo laviſhly could boaſt: 


this it was, that impelled her on reject - 


gem ſhe put in practice, which the 


decided on from two motives, the one 
to diſcover under her aflumed ſorm, 


the extent of his paſſion ſor Mary, and 
the 2. on finding, to deſtroy it. 


I 3 | From 


ing the firſt idea, to adopt the ſtrata- 
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448 MYSTIC CASTLE, 

From the confuſion into which her 
haughty ſpeech had thrown him, 
Albert was not yet recovered, when a 


ruſtling among the leaves attracted his 
attention: he caſt his eyes to the 


quarter from whence it proceeded, 


and almoſt inſtantly perceived a female 


figure ſtart from the thicket, and run 


towards him, pale and trembling; 
whom he diſcovered, as ſhe ſunk in 
his arms, to be Mary. 


Alas, Albert!” ſhe exclaimed, 
with a voice almoſt ſuffocated with 
ſighs, “ am I then doomed to be un- 
happy? 

« Ah, madam!” he anſwered, 8 you 
cannot blame?” —— 
mw Blame what?” ſhe replied, « thy 
conſtancy and love —1 have beheld 


oF 1 my 
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my fiſter's craft, and bluſh for her 
duplicity !—true to my appointment, 
as the clock tolled nine, I haſtened to 
the terrace, but to my extreme aſto- 
niſhment, found my place already oc- 
cupied. Jealouſy ar firſt ſhot its poi- 
ſonous arrow thro” my ſoul, and 1 
haſtily prepared to retire, when a 
ſomething more prevalent than indig- 
nation, prompted me to lie concealed, 
and be an cye witneſs of my own 
ſighted confidence: the event was 
contrary to my expectation, and while 
it expoſed a ſiſter's ſhame, confirmed 
my Albert's conſtancy!” | 

« And the voice?” he demanded 
with eagerneſs — 
* r he replied, te hut 
1 dae heard the dreadful ſecret, and 

ATE me” ene OW 
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now muſt bend the iim to a a father's 


will?? 

6 Alas; madam ? Unt other ke 
18 n Hut do not ſay, vicbin, 
perhaps 
. Albert, do more! a cErtainty of 
miſery (for me at leaſt) follows the 

nion. I know Lord Wenlock's ſon, 
the haughty Harcourt, by character 
alone; tho frequent at the caſtle, his 
manners did but ill accord with my 
ideas of propriety, and J ſeldom ap- 
peared while he remained; yet have 
learned enough to rouſe my hatred, 
and confirm diſguſt!” 
& Do not,” cried Albert, ab! do 
not tear my ſoul by words, which but 
the proſpect of compleation drives me 
to deſpair!—Great Providence! why 
. J friendleſs and unknown? why 

1 mould 


7 
y 
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ſhould: curſed fortune frown upon my 
hopes, and bar the road to happineſs? 
why, in this hour of trial, cannot theſe 


arms afford thee ſhelter, and ward the 


"= 


ſtorm aſide ?—but 

« Hear me! Albert,” ſhe replied, 
with a firm and ſteady voice, Hear 
me, nor think ſo poorly of my duty; 
I have not felt inſtruftion's ſoothing 
beam, ſo ſoon in lite to caſt aſide its 


ſway, and while I ſpurn it from me, 


forget parental power; no! did Kind 
fortune ſhower her treaſures on thee, 
Fd ſcorn the 28 wealth without 
a father's ſan&iofr! 35 ts 

Excellent maid! bright para- 


gon! theſe words ſhoot daggers to my 
| foul, yet check my tongue with won» = 
der! fear not, dear Mary! for ſtill the 


moment gives me that tender name) 


L 4 : fear 
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fear not! thy virtue and mnefedtes 
duty, muſt gain the care of heaven; 
you muſt be happy! whatever is the 


fate of wretched Albert!” 


« Ah, ſay not happy! true, I may 
conquer temporary ill, and by a con- 


ſcious innocence gain reſignation, but 


ne er can taſte the placid ſweets of true 
content !|—Albert, I may reect, but 
never can forget!” 


At theſe words, the emotions or her 


foul grew too powerful for reſtraint, 


and ſhe burſt into tears, while the 
youth ſeized her trembling hand, and 


preſſing it with fervour to his r 


exclaimed— 8 


Fx" 12 
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d dry the ſacred ſource! I am unworthy 
one ſingle ſigh ! be thou bleſſed for 
ever happy, nor let the wretched 
Albert's fate, ſteal on thy future hours! 
perhaps, hereafter, my days may ſmile, 
and the dark myſtery that now in- 
volves them diſſipate; till then I am 
a friendleſs orphan! and—— _ 
« The heir of Mowbray!” con- 
tinued a well known voice, © it was 
Hubert, who. over-hearing the dif- 
r courſe, had now determined to unveil 
> a ſecret known but to few, and accor- 
: dingly, as he uttered the words, puſhed 
| aſide the buſhes, and joined them. 


To we 


— . 


His ſudden and unexpected appear- 

N ance, added to the ſituation they were 
4 in, and the delicate ſuſceptible frame of 
„Mary, agitated her to ſuch a degree, 
2 as 
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as to render a longer ſtay impoſſible, 
fo that again the old man was fruſtrated 
in his deſign, and Albert compelled to 
reſtrain the impatience of his ſwelling 
heart. >} 


„ Heir of de Mowbray” he ex- 
claimed, as Hubert drew near, © be- 
ware! there is ruin in the words!“ 

« [ would fain ſpeak now,” an- 
ſwered the old man, but the per- 
turbed and weak ſtate of Lady Mary, 


. precludes that poſſibility.” 


«I am indeed,” continued the 
trembling maid, © I am unable longer 
to continue here!” then laying her 


s hand on the arm of Albert, * 1 pray 
conduct me to the caſtle.” 


Stop!“ cried Hubert, © one 
Gingle moment, let not the haſty ex- 
=—_ preſſion 


% 47 
* © 4 
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preſſion that fell from my lips, tran- 


filence; let then, a prudent ſecrecy 
preſerve it unknown, rill the due time 
of Providence arrives, that time not 
diſtant, which ſhall unveil a ny 
till then obſcured. 

« And thou,“ continued the youth, 
mark at thy peril, this meeting is 
unknown! we would be private!“ 


80 ſayiag, they ſlow ly proceeded to 


the poſtern gate, and entering un- 
obſerved, retired to their ſeveral 


chambers. 


Mary, fatigued thro” agitation, more 
than corporeal laſſitude, haſtily" pre- 


pared to feck repoſe, while as ſhe 
threw herſelf on the bed, the mp DE, 
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ous words of Hubert, recured with 
painful violence on her imagination; 
« the orphan Albert, de Mowbray's 
heir!” the more ſhe pondered on the 
idea, the deeper ſhe was involved in 
perplexity and doubt, till at length 
overcome with the a) HORN the EX= 


claimed 


« Then what am I? perhaps that 
outcaſt and unfriended wretch, Albert 
himſelf laments, and doomed to bear 
that ſad dependant - are, his noble 
—_— bleeds: at feeling. 


"Fn Gniiler eat reveries, for a 
conſiderable time ſhe tormented her 
weary thoughts, till nature, unable 


longer to ſupport the exertion, con- 


ſigned her to "Oy forgerſulncſs 
and ſlum be 7 . 


albert | 
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Albert, on the other hand, not leſs 


intereſted by the words of Hubert, 
ſtrode with haſty and diſordered ſteps 
acroſs his apartment; a thouſand con- 
conflicting paſſions warred at once in 
his boſom; indignation at his depen- 
dant ſituation, renewed affection, and 
the tranſient hope of yet poſſe ſſing his 
loved Mary, combined with anxiety, 
and extreme impatience, agitated and 
convulſed his reflections. | 


« Am I indeed! de Mowbray's 
heir? or did the old man witch me 
with a ſyren's voice?” he exclaimed, 
it cannot be! the poor dependant— 
unknown orphan, heir to theſe rich 
domains? the thought is madneſs !— 
. No=no!—it cannot be!“ 


He 
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forehead, and continued to traverſe the 
chamber till the midnight clock warn- 
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ed him to repoſe; he threw himſelf on 


his bed, but 3 for a conſiderable 


from his weary 
eyes, which fought. in vain the in- 


fluence of that gentle power, chaſed 
by the various thoughts, as they ruſhed. 
thro*' his imagination, and occupied 


every idea, 
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Tu fon had ſcarce darted his 
golden beams through the caſements 
of the caſtle, when Albert, already 
ſen was ſummoned to attend de 
Mowbray, wich whom he remained 
ſome conſiderable time cloſeted; the 
* of their converſation being the 
intended 
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intended nuptials of Mary : the youth, 
ever accuſtomed to an open and bold 
frankneſs, freely made known her 
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avowed diſlike to the object of her 
_ father's wiſhes, and even ventured to 
aſſiſt it by his own opinion, when 
de Mowbray, haſtily inte rrupting him, 
laid | 


% No more! Albert, I cannot hear 
a word in oppoſition to my intentions; 
my reſolutions are taken; for this l 
have reaſons which I cannot at preſent 
explain, but may hereafter: an union 
with Lord Wenlock is an object of 
too much moment to be rejected, and 
ſince it meets not with the approbation 


of Mary's timid ſpirit, I would have 


been more ſatisfied if he had placed his 
affections on Jane, who, if I can judge 
of a daughter, would not refuſe the 
: ſplendid 


Fl * 


RES 1 


id 
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| fplendid offer ; however, there is a cauſe 


which renders this of little moment, 
and makes the propoſal, not the perſon 
ares of material import— 

« Lord Wenlock comes here to 


by, I ſhall myſelf give him the pro- 


per anſwer, having previoufly con- 


verſed on the ſubje& with Mary; in 
the mean time, do you make what 


preparations you may think neceſſary 


for / a Bere to * caſtle,” | 


* 


cakes bowed, nk retired in kene 


extremely perplexed and agit;:ed with _ 
de Mowbray's words, which promiſed _ 
but little hopes of lenity to his loved 


Mary: as he quited the apartment, 
Hubert met _ and 1 na oy "Wwe 


| demanded" 
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« If he had determined upon going 
8 e 
_ < Why chat queſtion?” replied the 
youth; WF 
3 Becauſe you "6 nt your ruin al 
anſwered the old man. 
Ever harping on the cham. of 
danger he cried, with indignation, 
Hubert I do not dread it, let it 
come!” 

Let me entreat a moment's at- 
tention,” he anſwered, with earneſt- 
neſs, much depends. upon my 
words! 


80 ty caught the ſkirt of his 
mantle to detain him, which Albert 
rudely plucked from his hold, and as 


be turned from him, i in an angry voice, 
claimed 


£4 I am 
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I ami reſolved? and this intruſive 


care | is  irklome. to me, let it end „ $$ 


With theſe words he baſtened from 
the gallery to his own chamber, in order 
to prepare for his undertaking, which, 

tho' at firſt his native courage looked 
on as merely a matter of form to 
gratify the caprice of age, yet now, the 

frequent, and urgent cautions of Hubert, 
had taught him to think it poſſeſſed 
more danger than the firft view con- 
veyed, though he did not chuſe to ter 
him IPs his RT on that head. 


« Supernatural enemies 1 do not 
dread,“ he cried, as he took his helmet 
from the pin on which it hung, “ tis 
mortal ones alone I have to fear; but 

M2 © whence. 


ay : 1 5 (1 
6. uh Fl 
; - 


a beat! 
LT: 


8 
% * . 4 5 Pe { 
* 4 . 5 8 PE * 4 e pa 
Ong HAS hong ee ee 
„ r 1% = — per hs 4 - "I L's grew = o 
4 ore Spe "ot p g 8 1 W 5 * 
* n 7 I bh 8 1 a * * [ JC; —_ 8 is \ 


1 1 : 

bo ie n 
thn 4 MY I 
1 3 

4. 8 


164 MYSTIC CASTLE. 


whence can come the ſtorm? no mat- 
15 * wards half the blow.” 


uf — Ts 2 3 
Se YI a DA 


IE B . Kaas. 
nan n * 


Tbeſe words were interrupted by 

| the entrance of Sir Reginald, who came 
to bid him prepare, as it might not be 
improper for him to paſs a few of the 
hours of day in the caſtle, in order to 
11 make ſome neceſſary conveniences for 
{0 e night. | 
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=” And in this,“ he continued, 1 
intend to aſſiſt you myſelf; — but 
what!” he added, on ſeeing him col- 
lecting his armour, ©« do you intend 
to encounter the ſpectre of the caſtle 
in arms? at this rate you will be an 
mmmh for your enemy.” 
I dread not the phantom,“ re- 
l pled 3 4 —_ I conceive. to be 
13/10 4 the 
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the child of fancy, but perhaps I may 
chance to find the rial viſitant re- 
alized into one more rude, whoſe noc- 
turnal ſalutation would not be ſo grate- 
fol, and thus you ſce I mean to be 
Prepare for the worſt.“ 1 50 

Sir Reginald commended nis cau- 
tion, and departed to give orders for 
horſes, while the youth having armed 
himſelf, proceeded once more to the 


chamber of de Mowbray, to receive 
his final orders. 


8 98 Albert he ſaid, « be cau⸗ ä 
tious, and no e down all; much may 

depend on your report; F do not credit 
the voice of rumour that ſpeaks in 
fuch myſterious terms of the caſtle; 
Hmething may exiſt to give the idea 


"NY > prolly: 


—ͤ— 
— 


4 

hs 

N 

EN 

a 

1 

. 

7 


— rr 
RR E 


N 


r 5 
N LE ke Re dT 


1 
5 8 R 
e e 
r . Eb 
l dio bh IP ces. 7 
J v 
** . * * bs 3 N 2 : 


: 8 — i — % * * 
8 — N r = 
* 0 e U BA . Ly ? x ; N Pe, * yn i . 1 * * 


166 MYSTIC CASTLE. 
grounds, unveil the deception, and— 


but no more Gol be faichful, and 
be fortunate ” 


The youth promiſed to uſe his. 
utmoſt in the undertak ing, and retired. 
to join Sir Reginald, who with four 
eſtics, among whom was Hubert, 


already n mounted, awaited yh at the 
Sate. 


Seeing them prepared, with alacrity 
he ſprung into his ſaddle, and clapping 
ſpurs to their horſes, proceeded. 
to the Arg 8 


. 4 confidemble time, EY 
Wen the ſun began to llope his down- 
ward, cœutſe, tinging the upper edge 
of che low; . . with the bright 


22177212 +. N cCrimſon 
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from the foreſt on to the gloomy moor, 


in the centre of which, at * 
ſtood the e fabric. 


The month was Febrosepzadd be 
air extremely chill, when the beams of 
the ſur» no longer checked its rigour, 
as the lingering froſt of winter, ſtil 
| predominated towards the cloſe of day, 
and already had began to eriſp the 


As they entered on to the road, 
which lay acroſs the moor; Albert 
pointed out to Sir Reginald, the ſpot 
of conſlict, where the ruſſians had been 
defeated by the united valour of Si 
Bertram, Gondibert, and himſelf; pro- 
depp as they clapped ſpurs to their 

"= 4 * 
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horſes, and gallopped over the waſte, 
to give him a; circumſtantial account 
of the combat, which occupied him 
till they reached the caſtle gates. 


They were as he had laſt ſeen them, 
extended wide upon their hinges, and 
readily admitted the whole troop into 

the court, where they diſmourited, and 

giving their horſes into the care of one 
of the domeſtic's, the remainder ſtrode 
over the pile of the ruined porch, and 
entered the hall. 
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| « Where will you he the night?” 
Laid Sir Reginald. | 


In one of the upper apartments, 
Anſyered A; 
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Fhey accordingly proceeded up the 
ſtaircaſe, and at the extremity of the 
long lonely gallery, entered into the 
chamber Sir Bertram had occupied, 


and which ſtill bore evident I of 


GORE 8 ne 


Here“ ſaid the : youth, ec will : | 


take up my abode.” 
. And here,” continued Hubert, 


laying down a package Albert had not 


before obſerved, © we will endeavour 


to make you as comfortable as the 
deſolate ſituation will permit; this con- 


tains ſome ſmall matters of refreſh- 


ment, that may not be diſagreeable.“ 


992 80 ſaying, with an air of authority, 
he commanded the other ſervants to 


collect the en of furniture and 
hes | wood, 
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wood, which lay ſcattered about in the 
ſeveral chambers, and producing his 
implements, he ſoon raiſed a cheerful 
blaze on the hearth, which tended to 
diſſipate, in part, the gloomy aſpect of 


*s enn apartment. 


IM be Hubert for his at- 


tentive care, and warning Sir Reginald 
of the approaching night, attended 
him to the gate, and waving an adieu 
with his hand, as they paſſed the 


bridge, faw them enter on the dreary 
moor, and bend their courſe . 
5 Ans ſoreſt. 


as the a had W collected 
4 fa 42 60 preciude his obſervations, 
Albert directed them on the deſolate 
flabric before hi i; which he nou had 


oba 8 more 
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more time to do than on the morning 
he quitted-1t with Sir Bertram. 


With aſtoniſhment. he caſt his eyes 
over the maſſy walls, and ſtupendous: 
pile before him, which being erected 
on the borders of Northumberland, 
and conſequently expoſed to the pre- 
datory inroad of Scottiſh: ravagers, had 
been built with a proportionable degree 
of ſtrength;. indeed it ſeemed well. 
calculated for this latter purpoſe, being, 
from its inhoſpitable ſituation, pro- 
tected from a long continuance: of its 
aſſailants, who could by no means- 
procure, in that dreary waſte, the 
ſuſtenance neceſſary. to ſupport a ſiege, 
but of ſhort-duration, while the caſtle*'s+ 

ſtrength defied: (unleſs from wn 
a 2 * ludien aſſault. ” 
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Indeed, thoſe precautions were 
eſſentially neceſſary for the fafety of 
"thoſe who inhabited the borders; for 
their turbulent neighbours ſeldom fail. 
ed, in times of foreign war, or civil 
diffentions, to commence hoſtilities by 
rapine and ſlaughter ; while even diſ- 
putes between the two Kingdoms, 

were ſeldom conducted in any other 
manner than by repriſals and ſavage 
retaliation: the Britons levied an army, 
marching with fire, ſword, and rapine 
thro* the hoſtile nation, while before 
their indignant fury, the inhabitants 
retreated into their wilds and rocky 
faſtneſſes, watching the moment of re- 
treat; when iſſuing at once from their 
folitary haunts, they hung with ven- 
geance on the rear of the exhauſted 
foe, and breaking in with bold feroci- 


ous 


ba 
hi 
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ous retaliation on the bordering coun- 


ties, ſurpriſed the caſtles of the nobility, 


pillaged the lands of their vaſſals, and 


ſavghtering with relentleſs barbarity 


the inhabitants, retired loaden with 
ſpoil into their native fields. 


That the reſidence of de Mowbray, 
had been evidently erected to obviate 
thoſe dangers, its ſituation, and ſtrength 
declared, while it ſtruck with wonder 
the admiring eye of Albert. 


| rn ity fatisfied his curioſity, 


and pauſed with pleaſure on the moul- 
dering ruins of the caſtle; towers, 


battlements, and foſſe, he returned into 
his chamber, as the thades of night 


began to caſt their thickening gloom 


over the face of nature, and having 
ſupplied 
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ſupplied. bis fire with a fow 2 


pieces of 8 . he prepared to ex· 
amine. the packet which Hubert had 
brought for him, but firſt opened one, 
Hat ready Zunder his own directions, 
containing merely a lamp, * "ſal 
bottle of oil, and a tinder 8 

iin on ert min 
Having procured a nr Vue 
-2 chair and table near to the hearth. 
he opened Hubert's bundle, and found 
in it ſome cold meat, and two flaſks of 
wine, which tho* he had forgot to 
32 now that he diſcovered them, 
ne means an . eee 
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ne tbe — and e the 


world-to-folicode and-darkneſs;>riot a 


found was heard: hint the! id 
fabric, while, Albert, as he caſt lis eyes 
uaund the ſpacious 1 
illuminated by the blaze of an 
and. his feeble lamp ſtruggling with 
the damp air, felt a kind of aweioreep m 
over his ſoul, almoſt amounting to 
kar; however, he ſhook it off, and as 
he unbraced his helmet, and laid it on 
de uh, thus nnn himſelf: 


E way 4.65 PO W 
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wy * ; he; 
ſuch ſtrong motives for this viſit? not 


bay 's amides dis in accordance wich 
1 My own inclination; to inveſtigate more 
narrowly a ſituatiun which ſomething. 
whiſpers to me is materially mon 
with my fate? this prompted» me 
a | Wect the advice ob-Huberdys * 
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His reflections were interrupted by 
a low and continued ſound, which ſpite 

of his reſolution caſt a damp over his 
mind. 


Albert was poſſeſſed of courage and 
prudence, yet it was not that ſpecies of 
bravery which defied the impulſe of 
awful ſolitude; he would ſhrink from 

the firſt impreſſion, but never fly the 
danger, for which reaſon he was ſeldom 
unprepared for the event. 


The ſound till continued in a deep 
ſolemn murmur; he caſt his eyes to 

the part from whence it iſſued, and 
perceived it to be the heavy door of 
the chamber, which he had not entirely 
cloſed, waving on its hinges by the 
effect of the blaſt, as it breathed thro' 
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the galleries of the caſtle, A bluſh 
ſuffuſed the cheek of Albert on diſ- 
covering the cauſe of his alarm, and 
riſing haſtily from his ſeat, he cloſed it, 


and returning to the chair, perceived 


a ſmall cloſet, which opened off from 
the chamber where he fat; curioſity 


_ prompted him to enter it; he accord- 
ingly took up his lamp, and paſſing 


into it found, that what he ſuppoſed to 


be a cloſet, proved the landing place 


to a narrow winding flight of Kairs. 


The ſame inclination which led him 
to the ſpot, induced him to deſcend, 
but he had proceeded not many ſteps, 
when a ſmall gothic entrance impeded 
his progreſs; this, he opened without 
much difficulty, and paſſed thro” it into 
a long confined paſſage, much choak- 

"Wk © 208 ed 
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ed with fragments of the wall, which 
had fallen in from either fide, and diſ- 
cloſed thro' the frequent chaſms on 
one hand, the bleak barren moor, and 
on the other, what ſeemed a large 


ſolitary chamber; from this he con- 
jectured that the paſſage ran along the 


exterior wall, and moſt probably ter- 
minated in ſome outlet to the court. 


In this idea he was. however wrong, 
as after a ſhort continuance in a direct 
line, a wall impeded his courſe farther 
ia that direction, and the paſſage ſud- 
denly terminating, he was induced to 


deſcend a flight of decayed ſteps, 


which ran into a low deſerted apart- 
ment, which from its poſſeſſing no 
ſpecies of furniture, ſeemed to have 
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Albert finding nothing in "ey foli- 
tary chamber, either to excite dread, 
or gratify curioſity, was preparing to 
return by the ſame path which had 
conducted him thither, when a fudden 
ſigh ſtartled, and attracted him; it 
proceeded from the oppoſite ſide of 
the room, and on inveſtigation, proved 
to be but the ſudden guſts of wind 
forcing a paſſage thro” the crevices of 
a maſſy door, till then he had not 
obſerved, which opened on the inſide; 
he accordingly applied his hand to ir 
with conſiderable exertion, and forced 
it open, when advancing a few ſteps 
to examine the ſituation of the place, 
but without any intention of proceed- 


N2 ing 
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ing farther, when the currant of air 
the uncloſed door created, almoſt in- 

ſtantly waved it on its hinges, and it 
.clapped too with a hideous crack, 
which echoed thro' the waſte apart- 
ments of the ancient pile. 


by 8 at this unexpected ac- 
ecident, he ſurveyed with chagrine the 
place he occupied, and diſcovered it 
to be a circular tower, moſt probably 
winding down into the vaults of the 
. caſtle, and having no other proſpe& of 
,Fegainipg his chamber than by ſome 
outlet from the ſubterrancan receſſes, 
he without heſaration "ay deſcended, 
MILES: 1457 4: 
As he ee it — 
a lower caverns of the building, 
_ apparently conſiſting o of n deviſions, 
ob 24 "lt # 7 all 
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all equally dreary and damp; the air 
being ſo much confined, as almbſt4 
extinguiſh the ſtruggling flame of his 
lamp, which caſt but a pale feeble ray 
in a narrow circle round the hand thar 
held it. | 


As he entered this ſilent and melan 
choly abode, a deep awe ſtruck on hi 
ſoul, while he recoiled with an involun- 
tary emotion, which was by no means 
allayed, as the hollow murmur of the 7 
| gale, breathing thro” the upper apart- 


wents reached his ear, and added force 
| to 7 the any ee hes the "Fl 


However, convinced that to return 
would be fruitleſs, and that his only 
, expectation of regaining the apartment 
1 he had ſo incautioufly® quitted; de- 
11 * 9 pended 
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pended on finding ſome outlet ſrom 
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the vaults, he proceeded with caution, 
more occupied in ſearching for the 
object of his deſire, than in examining = 
1 he 2 eee 


The caverns were all connected by 
open arched ways, and lay in continua- 
tion, thro". which he expeditioully 
eaſy impatience, not devoid of fear at 


finding himſelf thus apparently inte red 


beneath the ruins of the caſtle; When 
a cloſed door excited his attention, and 
ruled Dinh. 


With haſty. * . * 
eee falt locked on the inſide, 


he laid his lamp on the ground at ſome 
nn. "_—_— in doch to avoid 
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the draught of air its ſudden opening 
would create, and attempted to force 
it with a ſtrength increaſed by expec- 
tation; for ſome time it reſiſted his 
utmoſt efforts, but at length yielded to 
the repeated ſhocks, and admitted him 
into a ſpacious vaulted apartment, 
where to his extreme joy, he beheld 


a flight of ſtone ſteps, much decayed, | 


bur evidently leading to the 1 
of the caſtle. 


This ee as It Gelen as 
idea of danger, ſo did it reſtore his 
_ tranquillity, and excite. a curioſity be- 
fore he quitted the ſolitary regions he 


ſtood. in, of examining them; with 


this intent, he caſt his eyes around, but 
from the extreme 


ec the effects of light, could 
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diſcern nothing at any diſtance; to 
obviate this he traverſed the chamber, 
and obſerved (though he examined 
with accuracy) only ſome remnants of 
old armour, ſcattered on the paved 
floor; finding nothing worthy of at- 
tention, he was preparing to aſcend the 
ſteps, when a conſiderable object at- 
tracted his eyes; he approached it, and 
diſcovered it to be a large maſſy box, 
the lid of which had been nailed down, 
but time having decayed the wood, he 
found no difficulty in removing it, 
which he effected by holding his lamp 
in one hand, and pulling it up with the 
other; but ſcarce had advanced his 
eye to examine the contents, when a 
ſudden blaze ſhot from the cavity, and 

involved him in its ruddy waves, while 

A ee gs flame dun thro* the 

* entire 
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entire chamber, in momentary glare, 
and hifling along the damp walls and 
roof, ſuddenly expired, and left him in 
total darkneſs, as the light he held in 
his hand, had been r 0h in the 
1 of flame. _ 


Ie ws Gets Hei 
he could recollect himſelf ſufficiently 
to reflect in what manner to act, the 


firſt impulſe of which was to ſearch 


for the ſtairs, and inſtantly retreat from 
the myſterious chamber, tho* ignorant 
into what part of the caſtle they would 
conduct him; he accordingly directed 
his ſteps to that part of the vault 


where he had obſerved them, and 
without much difficulty, diſcovered 
and aſcended the object of his wiſhes, 


N open a trap door which, ob- 


550 ſtructed : 
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SET 91 * . 3 L 
- 3 it . IF, Le 117 $4 3 . 


ee 2 | defolte vaults, | ric 0 nat 
ſtand to-deliberace . on the 


7 abode had, determined nined: to 
nc me. 2 juſt time e 


8 „% ˙ . a ˙ . . © =” CN . 


bop 


ursrie 9 169% 
of body and mind, operated fo/ſtronglyy = 


| ata catt tho veil. of Lumber o his 


lids in ſpice of every exertion: in vais 

did ke ſtart from his ſear, and traverſe 
ce chamber in hopes of ſhaking of 
he potent power; in vain did he make 


1ncongq cable en ae with added 
forces and the libations he had taken, 
ſerved only as an opiate: finding at 
3 all oppoſition to nature vain, he 

Mell to her influence, re- 


| li U 4 A hen on my and oF * 


— a * * 
ad Gn: had Gebe of his 


banden abſarbed- oor 2 than 
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nary train: a loud burſt of thunder 
ſeemed to ſhake the caſtle to its foun- 
dation, attended by repeated flaſhes of 
lightning, which ſhooting their ſharp 
Taysthro* the caſements in continued 
glare, Hluminated with à hvid hue the 
apartment: on a ſudden, as a ſecond 
peal rolled over his head, the roof was 
cleft in twain, and through the yawning 


chaſm, a martial ae 3 in 
Ne nn 


5 


A 


"As he coaches he earth, the FRY 
ciated, and raifing his beaver, he pre- 
ſented to the youth a viſage furrowed 
2 hand of time, and marked wih 
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. At theſe words an 2ogry cloud, col- | 
on his brow, and unſheathing a 
. two edged. ſword, in a loud and terrific 
1 voice, he exclaimed— g- 

l come! now. watt gui?" 
; 
1 


A” L 1 e 
e ee 


4 "EEE by He WES n 


F 


f ben, ung 2 1 eye on the 
= youth, he ſaid, ia a low, ſolemn tone 
« Albert! . thy * 


| Fe 1845 
: £ < 
— N {3D 14+ 


„ e cath doi 
hich the thunder again burſt in dread- 
; | crack, while the, quick lightning 
played in repeated glare thro? the WW 
,calements, and the, entrance flying 
open, the warlike figure lowly, retired 


PACE | „ from 


* 


. 
* 
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K from the chamber, waving his hand 
for the youth to follow him. 


"| Albert ſtattedd Hom tis chair; and 


already had half traverſed the room 


in obedience to the phantom's ſigns, 
holding in his hand his ſword, which 


in the firſt impulſe of fancy he had 
unſheathed; when recolleAing himſelf, 
and obſerving the chamber undiſturbed, 

he perceived i e 


a dream. 
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SCARCE had he calmed his agitated 
fpirits, and again prepared to reſign 
himfelf ro lumber, when the low tread. 
of a foot in the gallery, arouſed his 
caution, and bade him prepare for 


Uncertain 


> of its . 1 ap- 
3 the door, and diſtinctly heard 
the tread of ſome unknown perſons 
pacing the lonely retreat: conviuced 
* the reality, he determined to await 
roach . with reſolution, and 
ſoon afeer heard them repals his apart- | 
n retire down the gallery. 


A edi 3 n 2 
ſome conliderable time, and Albert 
began to doubt the evidence of his 

ſiences, which however he was reſolved 
890 aſcertain, by cautioufly. exploring 
the paſſage: he accordingly drew his 

word, and opening the door gently, 

ſtarted back as a tudden ray of light 
faſnhed on his eyes, proceeding (as a 

farther n * known) from 

EI at . Ahn 
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hour of neceſſity, when he was arouſed' 


him fi 


| # 2 
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# lamp which ſtood on the upper 
nn the W . : 


OY 


From oy heb no en ap- 
peared, Albert conjectured that he 
was not the only inhabitant of the 


ſolitary caſtle, which induced him to 


act with the utmoſt | precaution, as 
what wake intentions re be, he was 


him to indulge his e and plan 
the means of future defence againſt the 


to obſervation by the ſound of voices 


(cho what the purport of their Son- 


verſation could be, diſtance prevented 
ov learning, ) and. aſter a hort 
Hence, a majeſtic figure, compleatiy 
Vile „ 0 armed, 


armed, bed 9 a remote PE hy 
and advancing to the ſtaircaſe, took. 
the =p, and deſcended. | 


"IM 

. — rays. * light died away, 
Albert, in long and rapid ſtrides fol- 
lowed him, and caſting his eyes towards 
the hall, beheld the unknown ſurvey- 
ing it with accurate attention, when. 
on a ſudden the lamp, was rudely 
ſtruck from his hand, and the * | 
of ſwords pig followed. 


Albert had Work tae to nates og. | 
this extraordinary tranſaction, when. 
from the ſame chamber whence the 
figure iſſued, two furious warriors 
ruſhed, and regardleſs of the youth 
(who, bad recoiled. from, his ſituation) 


_ flew 


1 : 7 
\ ©» 
* * * 
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flew down the ſtairs, and müngledd in 
the fray. 1 ; 21112018) Þ& | BAR 


2 1 1 

b | $$. 5 [ 

SAY þ PETE ST | 2114 
* 


The combat was of ſhort duration, 
2s victory ſcemed to decide for the 
aided party, who ſingly, muſt have 
fallen beneath the ſwords of his aſſail- _ 
ants, and the exclamation of fy? 
fy!” followed by the almoſt imme 
diate ſound” of horſes, paſſing at full 
ſpeed over the caſtle bridge, ſeemed 
to indicate a termination to the con- 
flit, which was farther confirmed by 
the voice 9850 one of he wine, 
ſaying— N 

« Are you not hurt my friend? 

« No,“ replied the other, not is 
much hurt, as truck with wonder; 
this ſo ſudden, and unprovoked 
0 ä attack 


attack could mean, I am at a vol to 
„ . oct * 
* Some Fee 0 continued 
* . roving Ste a0ded the 
dir, « their inroads are Ou on 
"the Northumbrian borders.” 
I cannot think it either, „ ned 
the perſon firſt addrefied, '* their 
actions did not beſpeak a wiſh” for 
_ © Plunder, and their numbers were too 
"few for the object of Scotiſh irruption; 
however, we are eſcaped from the 
danger, and as our inveſtigations on 
the ſubject at preſent can be but 
DM and unſatisfactory conjecture, 
my curioſity being amply ſatisfied, 
* ſuppoſe” we retreat _ this inhof- 
ve ang ne $99. Mt; of watt Gr 


. 4 
4 . oh 
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« Not 


"MYSTIC CASTLE. 197 


Not ſo,“ ſaid the other, we 
can have no chance of finding a better 
ſhelter this night; would ir not then 
be more advifable to houſe he Mnuer 
than on the bleak moor?” | 25 


1 am no ſtranger, e the 


former, * to this country; and will 
conduct you to a mort commodious 
habitation; beſides, is it not moſt 


probable, ſnould thoſe ruffians pro 


. Scots, and part of a more numerous 
body, that they will return better at- 


tended, in the hopes of vengeance ſor 
their preſent defeat? m nn 18% 


8 be gere 40, to retire.” 


by FER Rf N 
* J 8 1 p 2 A W X 
1 * Kd; Ie * *f f | 


a2 gs ks: no Dediae argument 2 
1 they — to is guts — reg. 


= returned to his chambe 


5 £93 4 re Wierin. 1 
pai Gver the bridge; while a cam 
ſilence redes the Mort eonfuſton. 


ads, mort Bally dog gl” 


41 


- MI 4Rtoniſhed and: founded 
"at the ſcene he had Juſt inked)» was 
irreſolute in what-manner'to act, ſo as 
"tht the reſult might accord with his 
courage and perſonal ſafery ; if he im- 


* + 


 Imiediately- ned from the caſtle, it would 
_ +caſt che ſtrongeſt imputation on the 
*formicr/and/to. continue in it, ſcemed 
fraught with bertain ruin, ſhould the 
vanquiſhed return in order to expiate 
l | 6 dead * Fin 2 W Furs 01 


1 own 

SORE while his mind was un- 
min an!. 
eee e 
+himfelf into a chair, 4 
8 „„ 14 2210v Aomas bnhe 
e . 


de 


danger that might enſug. 0b wbl. 
- « If,” ſays he, I fly from the 
caſtle, my aſſertions wi ll: not,gaig. im- 
plicit faith, and the deſertion will be 
attributed to the impulſe of terror, 
2 erating on a weak mind and ſhould 
I remain, hat bettet proſpect qpens 
to my view, than deſtruction fromthe” 
returning ſoe, Mι Will. not; fail to 
ſearch, . with ace far or thoſe on 
eee eee their; N 
ance ? on either hand, a ſigular per- 
plexity Hirnen af PII 13 
reſolutio n 2 | 

Kü R Hay AY Ait 05 3 
While he Was thus waverin 1 
tween; doubt and determination he 
heard his o] nme repeated in:aloud 
* $6008 voice from beneath; ſtar- 
Fe "OE. 
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de at this unaccountable beine 


he liſtened with attention for its repeti- 
tion, which after ſome time again ſtruck 


on his ear, accompanied with words 
1 could Not AP underttand. 


46 FRY "* 3 ennie 3 


from his ſeat, and half traverſing the 


workings of the heated brain? No 


matter !—whither friend or foe—T hail 
: ce anon, and am inen mect 


. " - ; 


"As ee x ruſhed furiouſly to the 


door, and entering the gallery with 


. meat to hear the ſound— it had ceaſed, 


but with determined ſoul he hurried to 


— 
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bel, perceived by the faint twilight at | 
the moon- beams, as they ſtreamed - 


thro? the chaſms of the ruin, the figure 


of a man ſtriding over the fragments 


* the m e ole cd 


ns e now ſuce 


ration, and with a cautious ſtep he 
followed to the door, with an intent of 
obſerving the number of thoſe Wm 
he ſuppoſed he had reaſoñ to dread; 
but ſcarce had reached it, before the 
ſame PR returned _ an evident : 


* "4 
* * 1 
! 6. ' 
: F 


Albert did _ wil as yet to en- 
counter his obſervation, and accord- 
ingly retired behind the angle of the 5 | 
wall, where unnoticed, he marked the 
actions of the ſtranger; they did ner 
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ſcem un EINE! thing And 
for aſter having again reviewed the 
ſituation he was in, his ſteps were 
directed to the ſtaircaſe, which he 
aſcended, and Albert diſtinctly heard 
his foot in the chambers above, as he 
traverſed! them in ſearch of the un- 
8 on ohe dt.. 
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The youth vas preparing to (follow 


him, being now convinced that he was 


| hog when: his IG Haſte 


bee as 0 0 md rigue of 
Jͤ anal eunpingont ? 
The Granger entered the hall; ſaying 
he traverſ en: 


Sr 27 5 1 


1 10 * <=. : ; . £4 
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Eos 


_ aſtoniſhment;: but recollecting himſelf, 


e Propitious heaven —it is indeed. 


Muse TAS? 203 
„Then pavüngs as - if 101 deliberute 


what g e 'tuddenly 


£1 dae uit 


47] eee Unhappy youth! co ſarely he 


c Behold ind here? Keio 
fringing from the place of his cn 
nt, and advancing towards 
Hubert, ſilos oi ice he now ret 8 
* DD 90 Won a⁰,j⅝ **r T's, 
iter 00:3 3s. aid n Abo” 


* he . -ma | ſtarted bac S With 


caught him in his arms, ſaying 


bim{elfl——bux ler us dh ech me- 
ment teems with ruin! -I came to 
e of death!” 

bac! * How, 
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* How, Hubert!“ anſwered / the 
vouth, are we not here ſecure?” 


ee It is the lion's den, and formed 


for laughter the dreadful ſcene of 


Horrid deeds !—not- the wide carth 
would have bribed me to enter its 
accurſed gates at this lone hour, did 


not thy ſafety ——” 


„My ſafety Bets — 
your words are fraught with myſtery!” 
« But ſhall not long be ſo;—at 
potent to deliberate is to die!“ 
„ Then let us haſten to de Mo- 
n reſidence.” | 
« Not for an Empire! the were to 
break the chain, and fly unto mou 
keeper for ſecurity?” - 4 
. Alas, Hubert! you kundw net 
png Py aca if not with Lord: dc 
a 1 Mowbray, 
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Mowbray, where ſhall I look for 
ſafery 2”? 119 
« Pauſe not on OY the . 


moment is all we can look to; obtain 
it free from danger, then will we de- 


liberate on future means!“ 

% Hubert, I know not what to yl 5 
© Reſolve to fly l- perhaps you 

doubt my fidelity; but do not, when 

tell you l come to ſhare your adverſe 

fortunes, which cannot long remain 

obſcured: bur let us haſten from theſe 


| hated walls; their fight, and recollec- 


tion of paſt deeds, even now congeals 
; oy blood with horror * 5 


80 n he beet cd: the | 
ng holding the hand of Albert, who 


_ confounded, and loſt in melancholy 
eee at his words, inſtinctively 


„„ followed 
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followed him without 'refiſtancez 0 


I: I EU OAINO + 


3 1 } 


They croſſed hs ruin, e Ain 
haftening to the arch of the tower, led 
round his horſe, which Albert per- 
ceiving, demanded for his, to which 


the other replied, ſhaking his head 


He is gone; but do not delibe- 
rate, we n. wn if we would enſure 
1 10 | | 


| derek did not heſitate compli- 
ance, but 1 pringing into the ſaddle, | 
was followed by Hubert, who mount- 
ing behind him, they iſſurd from the 
caſtle gate, and traverſed the bridge, 
as the moon began to ſet in clouds, 
conſigning the world to impenetrable 
darkneſs. 


Ciapping 


ne CASTE Ba . 


ö Clapping ſpurs to the ſteed, Albert 
; was haſtening along the road which 
led to the foreſt, when Hubert ex- 
Not This ia ae to e a 
mi traverſe the moor to avoid our 
tuemies -. X 
[5 And. peri- replied ah e your, 
« in the dreary waſte! 
4 Dread not, . Hubert, 
« better to truſt to chance, than 
blindly ruſh on ſure deſtruction!— 
guide to the left hand of the caſtle, 
and from the ſouthern wall extends a 
path, to few but the inhabitants o 
Mowbray known, it may lead us ſecure- 
ly W moor; . on eee | 
| Pretend. 41 3 ©} 153 173 ieee 
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Albert accordingly obeyed the direc- 


tions of Hubert, and proceeding along 


the edge of the moat, ſoon diſcovered 


the road, bur ſo much overgrown with 


weeds and obſcured, as to render its 
aſſiſtance precarious and doubtful?. 


„ Here,” he remarked to the old 


man, is the path, but hardly per- 
ceptible; the utmoſt danger attends 


the hazardous journey for ſee !—the 
moon no longer affords us light, and 


not a ſtar ſhoots its friendly ray thro! 
the dark mantle of night, to guide our 


17 


way ward fate! 
Proceed, and fear not,” anſwered 
Hubert, „a long continvance at 


Mowbray Caſtle, rendered all its paths 


familiar to me, and tho' this many 


: years I have not traced them, ſtill I 


can 


Z 
[ 
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<an rely ſo. much on my memory, as 
to enſure a = paſſage over the dreary 


moor.“ 


7 


Aubert ſaid no more, but turning his 
horſe to the road, entered on the 


dangerous waſte; for a conſiderable 
time they continued to advance in 
perfect ſecurity: the froft had bound 


in icy fetters, the moiſt parts of the 
path, which the ſun beams had thawed, 


and rendered the footing ſolid _ 


convenie nt. 


* Y 
«* 


112 WR n was too much involved | 


_ with the perplexity of his own thoughts, 


and Hubert too much occupied in 
obſerving the road, to interrupt the 


profound ſilence by converſation, ſo 


that they proceeded loſt to each other, 
vol. 1. P until 


2 and arouſed the vigilance of Hubert 
- "who looking forward to obſerve- what 
78 had impeded their progreks diſcovered 
dr the gloom, a ſheet of: water, 
_ Fovered with a chin crult of ace. 


4 05 andere from the 1 for 


0 the right.”- KOO. 7 Nic. 8 15 

W 1115 weed Egon Albert,” 3 

* wee, dar tos boa! not” ener 
0 regia he proper ane?” 0 


ECG | po 
FS. ay 1299) C3 DIS an CHEN 1 211 


Jem 1212 4 119533. 3. £3 (302 | Huber 


. 
he 4-7 © Þ+ 96 Ot "1 
. Lf 24 wt » 3 . 


obere n. and 65 . 
Angly returned, but vithqut ſucceſs; 
no traces of à path appeared to direct 

1 ande 3 


It was in vain to endeavour at guid- 
n perplexity, and expoſed to imminent 
danger, at the bleak hour of midnight, 

on a ſolitary moor, ſo that Albert 
f 1 every, effort fruitleſs, - threw 
the reins on the horſe's neck, and con- 
ſigned his future courſe to us Wa. 
- and. the direction of fate. 3 
| G7 44G < 149% 68 
He did not bobs Hubert with 


being che cauſe of their preſent miſe 
54 | | P82 8 * 
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fortune, as he deemed his participation 
of the danger a ſufficient puniſhment, 
but relapſing into that oblivion which 
-a contemplation of the paſt, and a 

| proſpect of the future caſts over the 
preſent, continued his wandering courſe, 
almoſt unconſcious of his ſituation. 
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Tuxr had not long been in this 
forlorn ſtate, before the increaſing 
difficulties of the place, rendered a 
continuance on horſeback totally im- 


practicable without the utmoſt hazard 


and/conſtant apprehenſion of falling 
they | . accordingly. diſmounted, and 
F 3 Hubert 


AS, FE 


enn F 
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Hubert leading him, they endeavoured 


on foot, to proceed with more ſecurity, 


Do you not think,” ſaid Albert, 
« that it would be more adviſcable to 


Temain in one ſituation, till the return- 
ing light of day will enable us, if we 
cannot proceed, at leaſt to extricate 


ourſelves from the difficultics the dark- 
neſs obliges us to encounter? 

J ſhould readily conſent to the 
idea, returned Hubert, did I not 


| fee it rendered impracticable by the 


increaſing cold, which e un our 


q © No matter, | hinted Alber, 
se but ſuffer a temporary incon- 
veniency, to enjoy a permanent arne 


and 1 am reſolved to wander no far- 


bo eine: is (hs n can 
FR point 
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point out: ſome. termination to our 
ods Labours.” 


F x J 
F, * 


They accordingly halted, but hac 
not remained long in that fitvatior, 
when the words of Hubert were pain« 
fully verified; the cold became (from 
want of motion) totally in ſupportable, 
congealing the ſtagnant blood in their 
frozen veins, and compelling them to 
adopt a proſecution of their journey, 
however dangerous, in ne to 4 
eruel ſecurity. 


Deſpairing of freely yet "IE 

proceed, they flowly advanced, tho' it 
was evident, that far from gaining the 
road they had wandered from, the ir 
ſteps only involved them in new, and 
N intrieate difficulties, „„ 
1 WP 4 e ee 


i 
„ 4 
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Albert was ſilent and penſive, but 
n loud in execrations on d 
himſelf, for want of obſervation and 0 
attention, when on a ſudden, the horſe 
he led ſunk in a quagmire, and fruſ- 
trated every attempt to extricate him. 
There wanted but this new miſ- 
fortune, he exclaimed with fury, 
« to compleat the ſum of our miſ- 
chances !— what angry planet rules to 
night I know not, but one ching is g 
certain, that its aſpect to us is moſt x 
malign! “ 
Ks » Patience, good Hubert,” 3 
Albert, indiſcretion has involved us, 
and prudence muſt extricate us. 

* Retr the hots ain ir 40 - 


« Muſt remain wha, * is, . | 


acer . uſed Arenen Wwe 
nnen 45 
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cannot. extricate ö him but come, to 
delay is fruitleſs, and only protracts 
our fate, whatever it may be. 
If I may augur from the begin- 
ning,” anſwered Hubert, © it will not 


be too fortunate ;/ but—No—yes i ' 7" 2s 


Maſter Albert, look yonder, perhaps 
my old eyes fail me, or methinks I 
ng a | | "oy 


Athens gazed, a mth beheld : 
whos the old man HERS out to him. 


; 
” 


MI. 7 « Courage Hubert!” Aae 46 it 
is indeed a light, and that not far 
diſtant: fortune at laſt, weary of 
perſecuting us, has at length, accord 
ing to her fickle cuſtom, turned the 
balance, and now preponderates in our 
favour; ; let us take the opportunity of 


» 


E . = 2 


42198 myrsric cur., 


her fidites, vor Tet the mor 


n Ay eb h lag 
chought we ſhould come to ib 40 ha. 
Not it, how conld 1 be fo far aſtray? 
many is che time I have croſſed this 
r of 2 cold bleale night, and never 
varied an inch; why fir, I could have 
trod the road blindfold and not ſet a 
foot wrong, ſo that you muſt impute 
7 NN e - 


Ms 46 Fr 1 


Aber aſhred kim that he did not 
encountered, and making a final, and 
ſruitleſs effort to extricate the horſe, 
nr in * Abestien om which 
the hght W 8 its ee i 
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Fhey continued to follow the feeble 
guide as it faintly' flaſhed over the 


5 . dan, of che f 
c at laſt we are: ſafe! now wouk > 
give my fw ed; do have our horſe ot 
of the-quagmire; fofily, maſter Albert, 
reſt a moment, for truth being rald, 
my old limbs almoſt deſert their duty, 
and 3 to fail me ee moſt 
wanted.” een ei et Hl 10 l ads, 
ts © 0 Bea 


. 
1A 
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Bear up yet. awhile,” Nude 


Albert, ſtill keeping his eye fixed on 
the e ire. _ e 


: een to ſeek: allitance 2 at 


poſition,” and in perpect ignorance of 
your motives, I have attended you 
thus far, ſeeing that we are in ſecurity 
di.ſcloſe to me your reaſons for ſo 

Fr 2 * me n eee 


. * o 37 


3, 86:1 "VE anne * r- replied 
the old man, — ſhall be perfectly 


unequal to the taſk ; let us. therefore 


firſt treſpaſs on the hoſpitality of who- 


ever ons yonder cottage, and then 


vou ſhall be amply ſatisfied; beſides, 
fir, we are not yet in that ſtate. of 
— ue would think us, nor can- 


-— | 


- not 


8 2 
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not be until fore aſyham is diſcovereds ; 
pram = FRO? Albers) 
true Hubert, I had fo 2 
vhereforeꝭ have I a cauſe. to an 
de Mowbray's protection? or with 
minder neee * * 3 


r 


ackern all eren. 
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The youth was a0 ad re". = 

mained. ſilent, while the old man ſlow-i 7 

wed him, as lie hurried forward | 

to n ſuppoſed habitation, frequently 

training this impatient ſpeed. by ap- 

his weary limbs, _— eee, 
io dotter under their unn . 


ee eee ae De 
r W b 

5 : che . ng? — . but 
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| | „5 5 


4 4 


1 


OV 


— 


b | f , 
— * 
© "= * | | ; $9 1 


£218: Throw: in no: doubts? cried 
Hubert 5 N N bur hace 

of import to hire; and g may procu 3 
an 8 weloome,?? n: 'F 


Shit nn Lean Hesi a Ted 


| o_ would hence but was 


— remains An: Ad lartifics- 


- tenants," and ſituated on the verge of 


-' the moraſs: its towers were all Ie velled 
- with the duſt, and the wall in mins, 
— folles MR of 


refit the Saeed, Inas 
* 27 3 . 44 „ 
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"The whe pillars of of the an entrance no 
longer ſupported their maſly portals, 
but ſcattered in ruins chro che court, 


E — 1 # — 1 4 + . $4 > ; 
* . © TL 4 Fg * 4 1 8 * 4 1 


fab, 6 tha ih duty fre bs 


ppearec once to wt given 
10. its ancient hall, aad ſoon 
diſcovered 
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Kfrovered a door, faſt cloſed, at which 
depended a ſmall horn; he applied ic 


to his lips, and ſounding a ſhrill blaſt, 


ſoon heard the footſteps of ſome per- 
ſon deſcending, and in a ſhort time 


_ after, a voice from within demanded, 
<c who aſked ace 


| < Two weary 8 replied 
the youth, who led by the rays of 


the light, and encouraged by the voice 


. 


of hilarity, beg permiſſion for a few 
© hours to intrude on your hoſpitality?” 
Fou are welcome, ſaid the ſame 


perſon, and immediately puſhing back 
the bolts of the door, admitted pom 
into the hall. : 


A 


time to partake of a flight refreſhment, 
prepared for ſome benighted ſtrangers 


VOL. I. 2 = _ 


"© n who ute hot a lhe 
time hovled, and have drained but a 
fingle bottle: our old habitation affords = 
little, yet that we dg Wees Tec me 
cen 1 . 8 EL - 85 5h 


. Fg 


4 Falk 
1 


ei 80 ſaying, be were the hall, "1 

+ was: followed in ſilence by the weary 
. travellers, who, after aſcending an old 

+ decaved flaireaſe, were introduced into 
A large chamber, where a conſiderable 
gumber of men were ſeated at a table, 
＋ GENES Owe rack wine | 


| : 13 s £4 HP 2 „ ö 
. A _— © OS . FFF * 1 
EBB 2 ELLE FI RE ET Its | E F : % 


On ſeeing them enter, they imme- 
diatc ly aroſe to receive them, and 
Albert recognized in he perſon of a 

 vattor, who oecvpied a place near to 
£7005 hearch, where cola a "Eheeeful 


p 


1 ; ; : # 2 . 
se CA 
2 = * ; wy 2 . 


£* 1 


_ Gre, abe armed figure which: lg hin 5 
0 rudely. attacked in Mowbray SW 


I 2:0: BET Be 


- Ava hos ow da eli 


were produced, and done ample honour 
to by the whole party, accompanied 
34 frequent libations and boiſterous 

rſts of merryment, while during the 


F repaſt, Albert eyed with marked ar- 


tention wo com EO and diſcovered 
their features and manners, a fierce 


en Ia aA 


+ was not diminiſhed; by the enigmatic 
hints they ſeemed 49 throw gut t each 


_ as the wine . to . _ 


-Þ 1 FAG; 3 7 T oe * 4 1 71 T of * 2 
be warrior Whot I herbal 
— - Wap during the. meal remained ſilent 


ä "om 
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and reſerved, ſeeming to note be 
— and actions of his entertainers 


een the aſtoniſhment o Albert, 
and arouſed i in his boſom 4 ſimilar 


not unmingled with fear. * 


3 3 bs 
4. 1 4 & 3 * ; 4. 2 12 . of Yu 
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Ty Yer why, he thought, ſhould 1. 
read? 5s it their liberality ſhould 
- create rafleiog? away f Nis 
So: and Ungenerous! 1551 * 
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4 ; Thus did he argue with himſelf, and 


endeavoured, tho? in vain, to ſhake off 
that apprehenſion the SHA air of 
1 che unknown created. 
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Their x being ended, one of 
be e who, ſeemed to have 
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445, That, vole they.) intended ce 


await, the dawn over. their cups, they 


muſt retire to reſt, as, it Bo far 2 


„ | | 
idn e 


n 
\ To, this FO mm. 2 85 


« Conduct 7 Fe to ther | 

jor were .Our old habitation affords 
but x poor conveniencies, and a, ſmall 
choice; however, ſuch as it is, you are 


HE welcome t to.“ 1 5 iu f . eo. 'I - | 


19 F330086 ENS. 
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for his marked civility, and were con- 
duscted from. the chamber into-a long 


They td him ſuitable "th: | 


: gallery, from, which ran ſeveral. apart- 


ments, into one of which, immediately 
next to the one hey; had quitted, 


#& x% N : 
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$50 mote caverns 
Albert and Hubert were placed, while 
at 4 fmall diſtauee further, the un- 
Known, ung ls ttrondhint, N 6 


| 24 the — departed, 

Oe to ſurvey the chamber they 
eh 1 to 73 and ob. 
door could not by any — be 
faſtened, ſo as tt prevent, if mere was 
* 1 of. danger, irn aden 
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repoſe, bur ſcarce. . had they finiſhed 
their ſcrutiny, when a gentle tap at che 
door excited their attention; it was £5 


>< ator M ooh an 
- CROW _— this : 
than) — ol be the more. willing. 
to grant it, when you have heard my 
motive, which is ur common ſaſotyʒ; 
eee Of: 66 DINED. 

25 Sir you peak my indy” 


3 1 8 8 4 « Hit!” 


2 may amply _— your 1 A 
a chink which en e with _ 5 $ 
* „ 8 
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+ cleft” the a win ture wich th y 
ny diſcern all that paſſed, . 
5 bur pers the: moſt minute | 
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— hot 


ideas, ſaid the rns 8 
„Let us be Glent Pn the 
warrior. an ts 03 mt 5 ey 
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SW NETS ifs; 7 EO WN ©. m7 es d 
* It was wrong to dmix dee 
laſt,“ faid one of che party. 

1. How was oo — chat?” Py 

oF Their. appearance | gh; x ral 
told you ſo: they can yield no plunder, 
Lee e oy an addition. 8 n ; 
oy e 


a == then 5 e e ap PIs 
Why not,” cried a hoarſe voice, 
do the. ſame to all? twill be the 
ſureſt method, and freeſt from danger.“ 
No,“ anſwered the perſon whe 
has firſt that muſt not bh 


4 


> 7 * 
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Lido not like throat cutting in cold 
blood hey caſt ror de cler he 
reſiſt! 2 eee Hue = 

ce And 8 all,” be, 


« ] fancy we ſhall: get little more for 


our pains, than perhaps a few wounds, 


N Hal ha! cried the villain Who 
propoſed the murder, * hen didſt 
reform, and like other great men, out 


of thy ill gotten wealth found a mo- 
naſtery, and pay for abſolution hat, 


T'} warrant thou wilt not owe of 


ee ee plunder ? . 
<< No jeering ! eried the nden 


ae to command the party, 


ve have more ſerious work to per- 


EE ot” one 
= * 
4 
Fg 
ba 


-Ric hard,” he continued, turn- 
ing to one of the robbers, you 
guard the door to niglit:— now each 


o 


+ * 
as A DD was 


VV. HO 4 


en 


ene to his companions. 
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one to his apartment, ant ſilenee, till 
the time of action: when you ſuppoſe 
ey are ſunk in flumber, Richard de 
you remove their arms, and give us 
5 MOI eee, rr 


So helm; be ee ug . 
gallery, followed by the remainder of 
the party, while Richard taking a 
lamp, proceeded to take up his n. 5 


1 


0 You Te,” ſig Albert, ditch | 
the ftranger, ©. that our Yuſpiciotis- 
have not been without foundation? 

«© And our reſolutions muſt be 
prompt, he anfwered, then pauſing 
a. moment, until the buſtle in the 
gallery had ſubſided, he ly. re 
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x Aſter a ſhort abſcnce, he again ap- 
peared, attended by his two friends, 
who had ſo fortunately contributed to 
his defence in Mowbray Caſtle, and 
began to deliberate on what Plan (if 
purſued) would moſt tend to their 


united aas. 15 


Aber ſome reflection, it was deter- 


mined patiently to await the time when 


Richard ſhould (deeming them loſt 


in ſleep) come to remove their arms, 
7 and ſeizing him in Glence, thro' his 


means to obtain a paſſage from the 
ruin. 8 


be appeared the moſt fcafile and 


Secure method they could adopt 1 in the 
| haſty moment of danger, and. they 


accordingly (not without anxicfy ) ex- 
pected his arrival, hich was not long 
- 5 delayed, 


* 
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delayed, as they ſoon heard his foot 
on the ſtairs, and immediately extin- 
guiſned the lamp, and crowding to the 
door in ſilence, prepared with reſolu- 
tion to perfect their deſign. > . 


As he approached the door of wbeir 


chamber, he ſtood for a moment to 


hear if yet they ſlumbered, when diſ- 
covering no ſound, and conceiving 
the prey caught in the toils, he gently 
opened the entrance, where his ideas 
were confirmed by the total darknefs 
that prevailed; he accordingly ad- 
vanced, and on the motion, was ſtruck 
to the earth, and his mouth inſtantly 
covered with a bandage, ſo as perfectly 


to preclude the poſſibility of his giying 
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Seeing their plan thus far fortunate, 
the warlike ſtranger ſeized the ruffian's 


hand with a determined graſp, and 


forcibly led him into the outer cham- 
ber, attended by the companions of 
_ bold WES 


gs has in a firm and 3 
commanded him ta conduct them to 


1 oh gate of the building, to which the 


other readily complied, finding all 


bhopes of aid vain, and a refuſal certain 


n. 
They proceeded Fin the ſtajrcaſe, 


S bearing the lamp, which thro” precau- 


ſtead of bending their ſteps towards 


tion he had left on a table as he ap- 
ꝓroached their room, leſt its. ſudden 
rays might arouſe his expected victims, 
but on entering the decayed hall, in- 


the 


e . 
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the cloſed portal, they followed the 
reluctant robber thro! à ſmall gothic 
door, which en into a dark paſ- 
fage, mY in a s n * 
a | 


| Down theſe a haſtily deſcended; | 
and ſoon reached a diſmal vault, evi- 
dently formed by art, from which ran 
a gloomy arched path, damp and 
melancholy; thro' it however they 
were conducted, and after a conſidera- 
ble time, arrived at what appeared to 
be a cleft in ſome rock, affording a 
paſſage by means of a few ſteps, hewn 
out in a rough manner: up theſe they 
haſtened, and iſſuing from the aperture, 

diſcovered themſelves at the foot of a 
ſteep rocky eminence, furrounded * | 
4 thick ous foreſt. 0 


4 Having 
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Having proceeded thus far, and 
perfected an eſcape, they checked their 
vengeance, which they had determined 
to gratify on their attrocious conduc- 
tor, in conſideration of the ſervice he 
had rendered them; till continued the 
bandage over his mouth, and binding 
bis arms to prevent a purſuit, extin- 
guiſhed his lamp, and permitted him 
to deſcend thro' the paſſage, and re- 
turn to his fellows. 


Ignorant of the ſituation they were 
in, and ſurrounded by the thick ſhades 
of night, their firſt precaution was, to 
quit the mouth of the cavern, and 
proceeding with flow ſteps thro' the 
foreſt, they awaited with patience the 
dawn, which at that time was not far 


diſtant. 
END OF VOL. I. 
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